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THE 


ADMIRABLE LIFE 
OF SAINT 


IVVENEFRIDE! 


Virgin, Martyr , Abbe[Je. | 
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Written in Latin aboue 500. yeares 
ago, by ROBERT, Moake and 
Priour of Shrewsbury, of the Ven. 
Order of S. BENEDICT. 


Deuided into two Bookes, - 


And now tranflated into Englifh,out. 
of a very ancient and authenticall 
Manufcript,for the edificationand 
comfort of Catholikes. | 





By I.F.of the Society of LES V s. 


en 
G7 3. 
pe Sa 


Her memory is worthily honoured amouge 
«Men ,whofe Soule is pafed to theioyes 
of Augells. $, Max.bom.in S.Enfeb. 


 [Permiffu Superiora M.DC. XXXV. 
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THE NOBLE 
IGENTLEWOMAN 
-his Vertuous, & much 
|. Honored friend , 

M:s., 
DOROTHY BARLOW. 


SN S glish Birth, and 
stes French breeding, 
in Pallaces commonly, 
jand Courtes; vvith very 












































Tue E»rs T LE 
Noble and Princely La-| 
dies , haue made You a 
Stranger to Wales for the 
create part of your life; 

et your Marriage fince, 
vuith a chiefe Gentleman 
of that Country and many) 
(^ hildren borne there ( li- 
uing partes of your felfe, 
as that great Prince of Phi- 
lofophers .calleth them ) 
may uvorthily make me 
repute you S. Wenefrides 
Countrey-uvoman. 
Your fi Ton Deuo- 


tion 
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DEDICATORY: 
tion befides , to that re- 
novuned Saint, andgreat 
Patronefleof V. ALES, 
vvhich lateíy caufed you 
(as I baue beard ) tomea- 
fare, vvith no feo At- 
tendants of friends and 






vvhole length of that 
|Countrey, 10-vifit the de- 
juonut EF memorable Place 


ded to that former Ref- 
pect, and a conftantdefire 
vvithall in my felfe , to 


* 3 honour 


feruants about you y thej! 


of ber Martyrdome; ad-| 
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Tur E PI STL EU: 
honour , 72 vvhat 1 may, 
C9 ferne yonibaue powver- 
fully preuayled, & mowed 
me to prefent this tranfla-| 
ted Life of that glorions 
| VIRGIN, ABBESSB 
and MARTYR, efpe- 
cially unto you. | 

U Uho as abright mör- 
ning-fLar veafetb not enen 
nout to shyne , in ber| 
| |ovone knoveune Graces, 
| jand. daily Honours done 
| [by deuont people unto her; 
||'vvoben as other Stars ; in 
| this 





























f DEDICATORY, 5 
- |tbis late darkenes , oner~ 
_|vvhelming our Countrey, 
are quite vanished out o 
lining mes fights: I meane! | 
innumerable Men , and! | 
VVomenof Wales , very 
confpicuous in Pymes paft, 
or thew admired SanGi« 
ty» and honoured in Chur-| 















utterly forgotten, and ne~ 
Wer againe, as knovevne 
Saints , to be honoured by 
us vntilin glory vve shall 
* 4 come 















































THe EPISTLE 
|comeio behould their Sou- 
les first (1f uve make our 
clues vvorthy of that hap- 
pines, by a neere practife 
and perfect imitation o 
tbetr Uertues Jand Bodies 
afteruvards ; out of their 
nov contemned , and 
trampled ashes , refplen- 
dently rayfed . 

eAnd this Day-ftar o 
ours S. Wenefride , f/;/] 
shining in the Glory of ber 
Merits after other Säin- 
tes memories are paft and 


g eM onu- 

































DEDICATORY. 
Monuments defaced may! | 
haue , perchance , a happy) | 
Relation ( asthe naturalf 
Day-ftarr bath to the ri-j] 
fing Sunne ) toan ending | 
of this Darke Night of|| 
Religions , different from! | 
‘|that,anctently by hers and) | 
bolily profeßed , ( uvbherin| | 
lkevevife ber ovvne, and) | 
other Saintes Shrines ,|| 
haue byn lamentably de» | 
faced) bya vvished reffo-| | 
ring of Catholique Reli-\| 
gion,vvhich as an beauen-| | 
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__ The EristrE - 
ly Light hath fearfly euer 
|beene obfcured , in . your 
|ovvne , or your Husbands 
ancient Families. | 

eA rare Happines in 
thefè tymes, aud to feo, 
|| Honfes of Noble note, fo 

\eracion/ly affoarded by the 
eAuthour of all Graces, 
vohbereby , thew earthly 
II Worth , bath with bea- 

uenly Graces ben happily 
matched; and are fo émi- 
nently nove graced , by 
Your ovvune particular 


i Ver- 

































^| DepicatTory. 
- |Kertues, as S. Wen tridel 
vvill gladly accepe fachi 
a Patrone[[e of bert Life 
printed vvho fo bolily imi- 
tateth the fame, ast vvas] | 
alted by her. VV herin her} | 
Bleffed Intercefsion hath 
already and vvill I doubt 
not , perfenerantly affifte| 
you, by obteyning of her|| 
Dinine Spoule, T empo-| 
rall Bleffings , and Eter-| 
Aall Graces , for you and 
yours ; vvhich I daily 
yuvish , and hartily pray 


jr. 























Ira Eri PO RAD E 4 nn ee E t 






sab. 


I 


In Chrift IESVS; 


i 
HJ. 
E 
v 
a 
ul 
[6s] 
E 
RI 


, 45 your euer. denoted 
jena, and feruant , 


or 
r 


1 
inti GL HIN SS [y ys IA 
" NESE N . d ae i \ See AGS 
: A, We Sf ae l uis 


Now) "Aat ANY 
rere (5 WU al 


EY | ly 

















Siro ello collo. enl. celles af 


Diode MIT to daqged eg 
"uj als vj J vj v| By ae oe “aie 
| Sete H OE | 
TRANSLATOVRS 
gi R RE PAC C 
TO HIS READER, 







ges Mongft many people 
AWW A poltolically conuer- 
SANON ted to the Fayth ofj| 
cay Chrift, the Briss or 
ancient Inhabitants of England, 
are vndoubtedly to be numbred, 
as Origen 4«in Ezechielem , Tertul- 
lian contra Indaos , Dorotheus in his 
Syzopfis., Theodoret , and others 
haue exprefly affirmed , befides 
many home proofes , and preg- 
| nant teftimonies of chat their fo 
| timely] | 
LBS PPP RR SU oii A! 























































The "Preface of 

timely conuerfion. Which primi-| 
tiue Fayth of theirs hauing byn, 
|by a continuall mixture of Ro- 
mans, and other Infidells liuing 
jamongft them , and perfecuting 
ithem for the fame; exceedingly 
decayed; was againe cul]tiuated 
|by Fugatius,and Damianus Apo- 
|ftolicall Preachers , fent forthat 
jpurpofeby Pope El/utherius ynto 
| them; the very next age after the] 
|| Apoftles . +4 
| Since which tyme albeit they 
|loft to the Saxons, the greateft, & 
|fruitefulleft part of their Coun-' 
|try , and were enforced tobetake' 
themfelues to the mountanous] 
places of Wales( as now it 1s cal-| 
|led)and CorzeYa/l; yet haue they 
ftill vnall this laft age ,;vnalte-| 
|redly maintayned their primitiue 
Fayth and Religion,as in the fir 
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the Tranflatoar. — | 
two Chapters of the Proteftants 
Apology tor the Roman Church, 
written by thatlearned man cx. 
Brerely , 1s moft cleerly proued, & 
demonftrated. 

Ard to recompence perhaps , 
their Conftancy therein, and {ufe 
ferings for it, they were blefled 
from tyme to tyme with great] 
numbers of Saintes , flourifhing 
amongft them ; fo as many Pa- 
rifhes in Wales and Cornewall , re. 
tayne no other names at this day,| 
then fuch as anciently they recea- 
ued from holy Men and Women 
liuing in them. Amongft all 
which no one was for fan@ity & 
miraculous teftimonies thereof, 
more then S. Wenefride famoufly 
renowned; and her Monuments 
now after a generall vaftation of 
Monafteries, and Saintes memo- 


ries 
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The Preface of 
ries in our Countrey , remayne 
vndefaced, and noleffe glorious 
in Wales and England; then S:Ca- 
jtherines Tombe on Mount Sinai, 
amongít fierce Mahometans and 
Paynims , is ftraungely, yet con 
ferued. | 

And as the Sepulcher of that 
renowned Saint, is by faithfull 
peoplein thofe Eafterne parts of 
thé world Religioufly vifited: fo 
inlike manner ‘do multitudes of 
holy Pilgrims frequently now re. 
fort vnto the place of S.Wemefrids 
martyrdome , & wonderto fee 
fucha floud'of Criftall pure Wa- 
ter gushing there at once, out of 
the Earth; anda moft fumptuous 
Chappell ftanding yet ouer it: So 
that the three Fountaynes:neere 
Rome, whichiffued miraculoufly 
outofthe ground , where S..Paui 
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tbe Tranflatour. 
was martyred áre not by much fo 
curioufly with building couered. 
Moreouer, the waters of thisho- 
ly Well, feeme to hauein thé more 
then naturall vertues, by giuin 
amusky, and moft delightful] 
 |[weetnes to the greene. mofle 
growing on the walsof this fta- 
tely inclofure , and colouring all 
the ftones whichlye in the bot- 
tome thereof, with{pots, as it 
were, of pure bloud , in them 
ftrangly appearing. Many mira. 
cles alfo haue ben done heereto- 
fore to manifeft the fan@ity of 
this place; which becaufe they 
haue not ben by depofitions of 
perfons fworne,and publique In- 
{truments authentically appro- 
ued, I forbeare heere further to 
mention , then as my Authour 
doth afterwards recounrthem: 
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The. Preface. of 
and will only fay, that this Vene- 
rable. and Coftiy monument, is 
the more to be admired, for that 
it ftandethin fo hilly, poore, and 
barren a Countrey, which hath 


\{carfly any thing , but this fayre 


building remarkable in it,exadtly 
therefore drawne out by M. Speed 
in his Table of F/zt-[byre , and in 
his Comment hiftorically decla- 


jred:yet with this tale ridiculoufly 


.| added, that Catholiques viliting 


|the Well,do really belieue the red- 


nes ofthe ftones to bethe Mar- 
tyrs very bloud, and the Moffe 
growing therein her hayre, like 
to one of Owids Metamorphofing 
Fables: 3 
The Life of this Noble Virgin 
and Martyr, was diligently and 
authentically gathered ( as him- 


| felfe in his Prologue profeffeth ) 
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the Tranflatonr. 
by Robertus Salopienfis, a learned 
Monke and Priour of Shrewsbury,| 
of the holy order of S. Benedi&, 
liuingin King Stephens tyme, & 
for his great fincerity,by Cardi- 
nall Baronius Surius, Capgraue ,Pats, 
Pofseuinus , and others, worthily 
commended. Whofe booke cop- 
pied truly our of an old authenti- 
call Manufcript, I haue heere in 
(enfe faithfully tranflated, and 
done no otherwifein altering the 
Authors old phrafes, {carfely ex- 
Ipreffiblein good Englith, then as 
if Thad ftripped fome body out of 
Welíh couríe frize , and put him 
into a fuite of Englith playne| 
Karefay. ! 

Andif the matter of the Booke, 
conteyning in it fundry ftrange 
and miraculous paflages, fhall 
feeme ridiculous to Protestants) | 

ay op —chan- 


me — 
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The "Preface of 
chancing to read them 1t1s not 
much to be wondred at, fithence 
they will be their owne choofers, 
euen in the very beliefe of facred 
Veritics themfelues, dininely re- 
uealed ; and fleight, as fabulous 
Legends, the Liues of Saintes, 
written by S. Athanafius, S. Am- 
brofe, S. Hierome , S. Climachus, S. 
Gregory, and other holy Fathers. 
It fufticed my Author,and fo it 
fhall me,that deuout Catholiques 
for whofe inftru&ion and com- 
forthe penned firft his Hiftorie, 
will pioufly and probably affent 
to that, which heere is credibly 
propofed vnto them , auoyding 
two extremes therein ; the onets 
of belieuing things ouerlightly, & 
the other of belieuing nothing at}: 
all but as fancies, and felfe-opi- 
nions do guide them The which, 
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the .Tranflatonr. 
{in Se&aries following commonly 
this latter extremein their iudg- 
ment of Catholique writings , 1s 
a kind of Infidelity, and Impiety 
mixed togeather : for if God be 
wonderfull in his Saintes ( asthe 
Royall Prophet telleth vs, P/a/. 
67.)and Chriftin his Afcenfion 
towards heauen did fo expreíly 
promife,that thefe fignes ihould 
follow fuch as did bclieue in him, 


Inmy name (Laid he ) they shall cafi! 


Jout Dinells , they shall [peake with} 
new tongues cc. why should we; 
vpon probable teftimonies refute} 
to belieue, fuch wonders tohaue 
ben done by Saintes, as diuine te- 
itifications of their true Fayth, 
and great graces heere obtayned? 
The facred body of this Virgi- 
nall Bleffed Saint, was folemnly 


tranflated to Shrewsbury 1n. this 
mete Au- 












































The Preface bf- ceed 
FAuthors tymein the yeare of our, 
|Eotd 1138. and raigne of K. Ste- 
\thew, and there, in his owne Ab- 
bey magnificently interred , that 
greater honour and veneration, 
in fo populous , and Religions a 
Citty (as that was then ) might be 
yielded vnto it; where 1t conti | 
nued, for aboue 400. yeares, till 
\Herefie preuayled vtterly to ouer- 
throw in our Country thepublis 
que profefsion of Catholique Re+ 
ligion , and defacethe Venerable 
monuments thereof euery where 
almoft thén extant. In whichco- 
|iimonruine & calamity hapning, 
| {the fhrine of this great Saint with 
| {numbers of others became facri- 
|\flegioufly defaced, and her facred 
Reliques lye fince difperfed God 
knoweth where or how, vatiliby 
his omnipotency they fhall come 


























the Tranflatowr. 


to be vnited againe, & mott glo- 
| 





rioufly rayfed, For God ( fayth the 
fame holy Prophet P/al.33. ) doth 
conferue all the bones of bis feruants: 
and it hath increafed I doubt noti 
their ioyes accidentallin heauen, 
to haue had heereon earth for his 
lake,their Reliques by the pied 
ches enemies, and harers of true! 
Religion contemptuoufly abufed, | 
[after due Reuerence yeilded by| 
deueut people vnto them, and! 
| 























fingular bleflings receaued from! 
Almighty God by their powerfull 
interceflion . 

Neither haue moderne Secta- 
ries fhewed in any one a& more,| 
che little Communion , which 
they haue in this world, or are 
likely to haue inthe other , with 
the Saintes of Chrifts: Church, 

|thenin contemning, {catteriny,) 
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The Preface of 
and. deitroying their Reliques, 
of which in generall s. cAmbrofe 
writeth thus , Serge 95. de Santtis 
Nazario et Celfo- if thon aske mef 
what 1 honour in their flesh and bones| 
now diff olued and con[umed? I honour 
in the Martyrs flesh , the {carves of 
thofe woundes , which for Christ be 
fusteyned;1 honour the memory of bis 
vertue still lining s I honour in bis 
ashes the (cedes of Eternitys I honour 
the body that aught me to loueC brisi, 
and not to feare the cruelleft death for 
him Why should not faith full foules 
honour that body, ‘hich Diuells trem- 
ble at? &c.quod Christum honoranit 
ia gladio, quod cum Christo regnabit 
in celo that body,I (ay, which hono- 
red Christin the fyord , and which 
shall reiene With him in Heauen. 
Thefe ( fayth S. Bafil {peaking of 
che 4o. Martyrs Reliques) are thofe 


who 
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the Tranflatonr. 


BRETT Mi 1: Se xi. ^ hp cb oe 
who protec? our Countrey , and like 
Strong Towers guard vs from our ene- 
mies. o 

Wherefore I may vie, of fuch 
as {cattered , and deftroyed the 
holy reliques of S.Wenefride , and| 
many other Saintes in our Coun- 
try, S.Gregory Nazianzens words, 
in his firt Oration againft Iulian 
the Apoftata ; Thou hast not rene- 
drenced the Hoastes [laine for Chriit, 
whofe bodies, yea very drops of their 
bloud, or other [mall fignes of their 
pafsions s can Yorke the fame effects 
which their foules themfeluestan does 
to wit fuch fudaine cures of infir- 
mities and difeafes,as S. Ax itin lib. 
22.de Ciuitate Dei cap. 8. afacmeth 
by S. Stephens Reliques , as they 
paffed through Afrique towards 
Rome, to haue byn done in his 
prefence: which Proteftants will 


* o 








5 as| 















































|them far ‘more ftraunge: ‘which 


| {fince,cannot but temerarioufly be 
jreiected now, and contemned by 
|Proteftants;whofe corrupt Iudg- 


[cation and -comfort. For 1t may| 
[well delightthem, asit doth me, 


|hadfuch ftoreof renowned Sain. 
| {ees liding in our Country, as;be- 















she Preface of 

as little belieue, as they do the mi. 
raculous paffages of 5. Wenefride 
recounted in this Hiftorie., .a- 
fongit whome there is no one 
fo ftraunge, but the like may be 
found in other Saintes liues, by 
holy & ancient Fathers authen 

tically written; and in fome of 


pioufly read; & probably. belieued 
by faithful foules for 1400. yeares 


ment,asT resard notin this my 
tranílation : fo L hope good.Ca- 
tholiques willreadit with edifi- 


to thinke that we haueanciently 








fides 


| we Tranflatewr. 
fides this life, D. Harpsfeld; the En- 
||glifh Martyrologe , Prudential) 
| |Ballatice,M. Broughton , and other} | 
| 'ancienter hiftorians do witnelse,, 
| though the Names, andliues o 
| the greateft partof them are on- 
| ly in'the booke of liferegiftred ,) 
and willin the generall Iudgmet 
be glorioufly reuealed. | 
That s. Wenefride likewife |. 
fhould liue againe, after her head] 
Icutoff, and do the things which]. 
[heere are written of her in her | 
[Hiftorie (thechiefe blocke which]: 
lincrédulous Readers perhaps will] 
| Rumble at jas no more hard to 
{be belieued, then that Lazarus afi 
‘Iter he had ben dead, and ftinking 
{in his graue , fhould hue agayne; | 
'Gtatitable with Chrift, and be Bi-j 
‘\fhop of Marfills in France many | 
lyeares after. And ifit be obiected}} 
that} 
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The Preface of 


that Chrift himfelfe , did worke 
that miracle, able to do all things: 
I may wellanfwere, that he pro- 
mifed his owne power , and far 
greater wonders then himfelfe 
had wrought, to be done by his 


feruants, extant nowin authen-] 


ticall Hiftories as certainely fince 
performed . | 
Laftly, I intreat my courteous 


|Reader , for a Conclufion of this 


my Preface,to note & mend with 
his penne, thefe enfuing etrours 
of my Tranflation, committed in 
the peeing by ftrangers, wholy 
ignorant of our Englifh tongue. 


Faults 
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Faults efcaped in the Printing. 


|p Ag. 24. lin. 7. dele that | 
| PPE lin. 9. where read which | 
|Pag. 75. lin. «as read or | 
|Pag. 82. lin. 9.their read his 
|Pag.88. lin. s. dele fo 
|Pag. 94.lin. vlt. his read this 
ag.103.lin.11, dele moft 
Pag.109.lin. 26. faying read {aid | 
Pag.r9. lin.vlt.noble Virginity, read |] 
Martyrdome fcr your HUN | 
ag.126.lin.1, dele of your lartyr-! | 
dome. | 
|Pag.i2i.lin. r4. dele he | 
Pag.128.lin.s. Charity read Clarity} | 
Pag.r46.lin.16.in, read ina fuddainel 
Pag.148.lin.14.and to be , dele to 
Pag.165.lin.3. fall read fell 
Pag.175.lin.10.Wales read that Coun. | 
trey». 
Pag.204.lin.7.ftreames read ftreamel | 
Pag.225.lin.z. hath read had 
Pag.2s1.lin.o:was read he was 
Pag.269. lin.vlt. little read fo little. 
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The Prayer , and Sequence of S. 
Wenefride , taken forth of the 
ancient Mifsall of England, accor-|. 
ding to theufe.of SARVM. 

Oratio. 


Mnipotens. fempiterne Deus, qui 
beatam Wenefredam Virginitatis 


|premio decorafti : fac nos quefumus 
leius pia interceffione , mundi huius 
blandimenta poftponere, & cum ipfa 
{perennis glorie fedem obtinere. Per 
| Dominum noftrum &c. 


The Prayer. 


\ Loigbty and eucrlatting God, who 
A haft adorned Bleffcd enefride wish! 


\the reward of Virginity; grant Us we be. 


Veecb thee , through her pious intercef- 


| die , to fet afide the delights of this 
[World , and obtcyue with her, tbe. throne 
Jofeserlafting glory . Through. our Lord| 
Hefes Christ: Te 


SEQvEN- 





























SEQVENT1IA 





Lig met tte t 


V Irgo vernans velut R ofa, 
Agni Sponfa {peciofa , 
Martyr Chrifti pretiofa, 
| Wenefreda floruit. 


|Ex Britannis oriunda , 

Fide firma, fpe iocunda , 

A&u.fancta, mente munda, 
Mundi menda «aruit: 


[Hanc occidit Carodocas , 

Quem mox forbet Orci focus, 
Qui prauorum extat locus, 

| Quo Sathan exuitut. 


Huius argumento rei, 
Fons ebullit nutu Dei, 
|Rubricatz fpeciei, i 
Quo caput præciditur. | | 






Mira. multa hic patrantur , 
|Cæci vident , muri fantur, 
Morbi omnes cffugantur. 

Cum fide petentium. 


Glorio(à Wenefreda , 
| Maris flu&us nobis feda, 
Ne fiamus hofti preda, 
Pia fer prz(idium; Amen. 
















































































The fame in old Englifh. 











S a fwecte Rofe in pleafant foring, 
A Of heancnlyLambe Spowfe ni faire 
Aud Martyr deare of Chrift our King 
S. Wenefrede did flourish heere. 


Defecnded well of Brittish race , 

In Fayth now firme , atd Hope fecure, 
With workes Holy, and Soule in Grace , 
From worldly filth perfeuerzd pure. 


This facred Mayd did Cradocke kill, 





| Aud him Hell fwallowed prefently , 


Where tcares in vayne.dorun downe flill 
And Sathan burnes inceflanily. 

A Token fure of this flrang thing, 
Befpotted all with blouddy red , 

A Well by Gods command doth {pring 
Where Tyrant fierce ent off her bead. 
Heere waders great Gods hand doth worke 
The blind do fee, tbe dumbe do fpeake , 
Difeafes which ta bodies larke 

cAre cured, when Fayth is not weake. 
O glorious Virgin Wenefrede, 

To vs the raging fea appeafe , 

And free vs fo from Sathans dread 
That be on vs may nencr feize. Amen. 
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OWNE PROLOGVE 
TO THE LIFE 


OF 
| 5. WENEFRIDE. 


Tothe right Reuerend Father, Guari- | 
nus Prior of Worcester, Robert, his! | 
fpirituall Sonne,Prioralfo vnwor- 
thy of Shrewsbury, wifheth Grace | | 
to walke vprightly in the way of| 
Gods Commandements. | 


| JINCE bebobatb | 


» E ¢ receaued the least ta- 
US : A lent at Gods bands, ts 
bound charitably to imploy the 
A fame) | 














lla Tue AvtuHors 
| Jame än the ferusceof bum who 
| freely. bestowed it , and to the 
| good of {uch as may be edified 
| land benefitted {piritually by it; 
| inot hiding the [ame vnder a bu- 
| shell, or referumng it to bim[elfe 
| alone , which will become the 
| more bis owne by being charita- 
| |bly. communicated to orhers.in a 
(boly imitation of our Redee- 
| mers bounties, and graces upon 
(os vniuerfally beftowed: I haue 
\tufly feared, out of this re[pect, 
| [to conceale from others, united 
| [zt the fame band of Christian 
| (Fath, and Charity swith me, 
|land particularly from your 
| Ve- 
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Venerable felfe , much repected 
by me, the Collection which 1 
baue lately made of the Bleffed 
Virgin S.Wenetrides life:the 
reading yobereof , will, 1 doubt 


perfit beauenly piety, and loue 
jemnently already , and exem- 
plarly to many shining in You; 
delighted alfo to dilate the glory 
of God, U7 his Saints by workes 


Lfrequent letters, and earnef} in- 
treaties required of me, 

I baue gathered the fame, 
partly from the Ancient , and 
‘undoubted Monuments of [uch 
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not, heip much to increa[e ana 


like to this, which you haue by| 


A 2 Mo- 
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Monafteries , and Churches as 
this Ble[Jed Virgin is knovone to 
have lued in , and partly from 
the. relation of fundry Ancient 
Priefts, for their great learning 
fanckity of life, and Religious 
profefston, made Venerable i7 
worthy of all credit , in their 
\asertions , and depoftions unto 
me. | 
Three caufes hate smoued me 
Wo publish the true knowledge 
of this Saints life, fo by me at- 
jayned conto. The frfl was a 
| wholfome feare ( as T bane f, ad) 
to be reproued by my Eternall 
ludge, for hiding onder groiid 
E ko adiu Góc SUNG: M 
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and not umploying profitably as 
I ought tbe talent Which be hath 
lent tme. T be fecond, was my ef- 
ps loue , and deuotion to this | 
mof renowned Virgi and Mar: 
tyr of our Countrey, that by ber 
fantlity, and great merits heere 
by me declared , she might by 
faitbjull foules be the more de- 
uoutely honoured , ferued , and | 
rayed conto . The third, was | 
aparticular defire which I haue 
charitably bad to edifte my oyone | 
Brethren, humbly ih ther deuc- | 
tions ,and inftantly intreating| | 
this labour of me. 
As for S. W enefrides pre- 
A 3 tended | 


ed 













































6 Tus AvTHORS 
| itended zourneyto Rome, and 
other particulars vulgarly on- 
ly ,and by perfons of no credit 
[faluloufly reported, I haue sho- 
[y omitted them; and forborne 
lu keyo[e to fet dosne | ome other 
certaine , and "undoubted. rela- 
tions concerning her life, becaufel 
! would not be tedious, and oner- 
large th. my manner of Writing: 
this which 1 baue heere gathered 
being [ufficient., in my opimion,| 
andyours al[o 1 bope,to declare 
the eminent [anclity and. graces 
of this most facred Virgin, by 
whofe powerfull inter ce [ston, 
and your holy prayers, I hope to 
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bands , (ome [mall reward of|| 
my labours, and paynes in this) | 
worke undertaken. | 
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|THE FIRST BOOKE, 
conteyning the Hiftory of ` || 
$. Wenefrids Life. 





CHAPTER I. | 
‘Of S. Beuno bis great fancit- | 

£y ; bow he was infpired by, | 
God to goe to S. Wenefrids 
Father; bow liberally be Was, 
entertayned. by bum, and bad 
his only child commended for |. 
ber Education conto bim. 


N the Wellernc part of! 
great Britanny; called, 
ah $ VV ales» 


i 


























































| in the fame continent, with| 















jso The Admirable life 
VV ales , cOioyned Eaítwards 







England and rounded on all} 
other fides with Seuerse,and | 
the Ocean , flourished in ti- 
mes paft innumerable Sain- 
tes men and women of fin- 
gular fanctity and merit, as} 
their feuerall Shrines , and 

ftately Monuments. yet: re-| 
mayning do teftify;amone tt} 
whome, in King Eluith the 
fecond his tyme, one S. Ben- 
no was. for his wonderfull] 
graces e{pecially renowned;| 
who hauing, out of a holy 
defire to imitate the pouer-| 
































| Of S. Wenefride, — 1a 
ty of his heauenly Lord,|| 
and to become a true Pil-| 
grime heere on earth, for- 
Haken his owne Countrey, 
land trodden vnder foote 
Hfuch glorious pompes, and 
pleafures of the world as he 
might at home haue en-| 


























a Moncke , 

arriued to fuch perfection 
and fanctity of life , that he 
became a common Father 
of Religious períons. 

For no fooner had. he 
built a Church and Mona. 
ftery in one place,and fetled 
| there- 










































































TE Admirable life 


there in regular difcipline 
| and great purity of life ; a 
certaine number of Reli-| 
.|1giós perfons, but he trauel- 
| led to another part of the 
Countrey, todo there the 
| like alfo, as Gods holy fpi- 
||rit for che benefit of many, 
|peculiarly directed him; fo 
||thacat length heentred in- 
| [to the territory of a rich, & 
||potent Lord called Theusth 
fonne to a chiefe Counfel- 
Illour of the King,&a princi- 
pal gouerner of theCoütry, 
|who equalled his IHlluftrious 
birth, by his Noble, Reli- 


gious,| 
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Of S.Wenefride. — 13|] 
gious, & exemplar demea-| | 
nours, | 
-Nihen Venerable Benno! 
came to this Lords houfe,} | 
Ihe was moft refpe&tfully by) | 
himentertayned, and after 
charitable falutatios pafled 
Ibetweene them, the Saint} | 
|tould him , that he was fent] | 
by God to erect a Church 
in his Territory, as he had] | 
|done in other places: and H | 
"doubt not( faid he)but that} | 
-|God hath by a very feruent] | 
jand peculiar infpiration || 

drawne me hither from his| | 
other feruants, with whome| | 
sete 
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]ued forthwith, to graunt|. 
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I lined els where with great} 
content, to performe fome] 
great good particularly for} 
lyou, and yours. Wherefore} 
for his diuine Maiefties fer-| 
uice, I humbly intreate aj 
{mall part of your ample} 
inheritance ,to rayfethere-} 
ina Church,where others} 


with the Saintes Venerable 
afpect and fpeaches , tefol-f. 


what he asked , and yielded] 


this wife anfwere vnto him: 


With : 


E We 0 


Of S. Wenefride. | 
With good reafon, holy Fa. | 
ther, am I bound to ginei | 
|youa partof what Lands T| 
|poffetle , for the feruice of|| 
him,who gaue all vnto me:|| 
and Í conceaue indeed chat|| 
|you haue pleafured mel] 

much, in asking this Cha-|} 
rity of me , more profitable] | 
to my felfe , then to you | 
IW herefore this very Man] | 
[nour which now I liue in, I| 
ido from this tyme forward! | 
wholy alienate fr6 my felfe|] 
and all myne, yielding thel] 
Ipoffeffion, & all right ther. || 
lof moft gladly vnto you:|| 
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16 The Admirable life 


and hauing no more then | 
Jone child , atender Virgin,| 
the greateft delight indeed, | | 
and worldly ioy of my hart;| | 
Iwill befides bequeath her] | 
to your holy inftructions;| | 
and prayers, that. her life] | 
|imay be holy, and her con-| | 
| |uerfation fuch, as may bej 
pleafing to God , and con- 
tentfull to me alfo. i 

And hauing put. the] 
Saint in - pofleffion, of the] 
place,and promifed moreo- 
uer to help him in-the buil- 
Iding by him intended , for|| 
a conuenient aboad of Gods] | 
Reli4 | 


$ 








Of S. Wenefride, — v5 
Religious children and fer- | | 
uants , he chofe afterwards! | 
a place for himfelfe to dwell| 
in, vpon a high hill ouer a- | 
gainít ic,chat when he could | 
not inioy the holy mans|| 
prefence, he might a far of|| 
looke at leaft towards him, 
and recreate himfelfe often | 
intheday , by being with. 
him holily and continually || 
imployed in the feruice of! | 
God,fpiritually conioyned. | | 
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| |How S . Wencfridées’ Parents} 
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"children: How likewife S. 





7 Hen:the Saint 
began to build 
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did help the Saint in busldimg| 
his Monastery; become alfo 
with their Daughter bis ‘de-| 
uout Auditours and obedient| 


Wenefride opon hearing 
S.Beuno s exhortations re- 
folued to leaue the world,and 
conferue ber virginity , in- 
treating him to^ mooue-alfo 
her Parents thereunto. 


his, 
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Of S.Wenefride. 191) 
his. Church and monaitery]| 
the Lord Theuth did notli 
faile with meanes liberall | 
to further it, vouchfafing| | 
alfo many times to put his|| 
owne hands to this holy) | 
worke for the example of|| 









nish it, asa thing by him|| 
for the glory of God and! | 
geod of his ownefcule, ex-|| 
jceedingly defired. So as thel | 
Church. was no fooner ray-| | 
fed,and made fit for the ho-| | 
|ly man to preach, and offer! | 
the diuine Sacrifice in , but] | 
himfelfe with his Wife and! | 
B 2 VV ene-| | 











































































20 The Admirable life 
VVenefride his Daughter , 
were daily and deuoutely 
prefent, at fuch holy exer- 
cifes,he obferuing ftill this 
Cultome to place his Child 
at the Saintes feete whilft 
he preached, willing her to 
be attentiue to his peaches, 
VVhich became not fruit- 
lesin her foule, holily euen 
then in her tender yeares, 
and gracioufly pre pared fer- 
uently to practife in her life, 
fuch heauenly documents 
as from the Saints mouth 
she continually ‘learned . 
And her delight in hearing 
aaa 


him 














Of S, Wenefride. 21 
him wasífuch, as with leaue 
of her Parents she often vi- 
fited him alone by her felfe, 
to be enriched the more, 
with a profitable , and pra- 
&icall knowledge of diuine 
verities from him. 

And albeit her Parents, 
astheir moft gracious and 
only child,dearely affected 
her , and had placed ( after 
a worldly manner) the only 
jhope of their pofterity in 
her , by refoluing with an| 
ample dowry to marry her 
in due tyme, to fome No- 
ble and chiefe perfon of the 
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Country ; yet was it a ching| 
moft gratefull,and delight- 
full vnto them, to fee her 


|/repayre -often -vnto the 


Saint, and to feafon her in- 
nocent Soule, as a cleane 
veflell ordayned by God to 
contayne afterwards a great 
meature of heauenly graces,| 
with true piety taught vn- 


| to her by him, till at length 


C eee 
] 





her heauenly Spoüfe, by 
cleare illuftrations , and ar- 
dent infpirations of his ho- 
ly fpirit; began. to worke 
her fweetly for himfelfe, & 
to make the very thought 


of| 
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ota Worldly husbind, ha- 
tefull to her foule, begin 
ning to be ennamored of. 
his owne diuine beauty,and| | 
refolued , if she could, by 
fanctity éflife , and T vir- I» 
ginity preferned , purely xl ite: 
enioy hin. || Tie 
Bat now a feare on il 
her humbly, and dutifully! 
conceaued , of difpleafiag 
her Parents, by imparting 
this her purpofe vnto them, 
troubled her very much, 
though daily therein more 
ardently , and  vnaltera- 


bly inflamed; till at length 
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ibetwcene humane & divine} 
| loue palling inher thoghts, 


(the powerfull Illuminator, 




























in this doubcfull conflict, 


and beft Directour of holy 
foules interiourly fuggefted 
this counfel vnto her , that 
by Saint Beuno , whofe holy 
{peaches had | occafioned 
this pious refolution firft in 
her hart firmely then roo- 
ted , to propoíe it vnto her 
Parents, whofe power and 
authority she wifely knew 
to be very great with them, 
by. reafon they honoured 
(bim much,and in all things 


po he 














Of S. Wenefride. 25) 
|hefaid, gladly obeyed him. 
|VVherfore one day finding 


him alone, after his manner 


holily retired, she humbly 








and boldly manifefted her 
purpofe chus vnto him. 
Holy Father,I come here 
|to make knowne vnto you, 
the holy fruites of your 
{peaches , and Gods graces, 
togeather in my Soule , 
whereby 1 haue byn effe- 
&ually , and ( I hope ) hap- 
. |pily moued to eftrange my 
-Ifelfe wholy from Worldly 
contentments, and to con- 
fecrate my Virginity purely 
D 5 to |} 
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26 The Admirable life 
Ito him, who liberally gaue 
Ime the beeing L haue and 
! |hach hitherto cóferued this 
||enriching Treafure graci- 
|joufly in me ; Hambly be- 
| feeching you,to obtéyne for 
|| me, my Parents good leaue 
and permiffion fo to conti- 
| nue. The Saint forthwith as 
| beyond all expreffion: dé- 
| lighted to know that the 
| lfeedes of diuine grace fowne 
||by his peaches, were be. 
| ginning to grow fo happily 
{ia her , willingly vnder- 
||tooke to obteyne of her 
||Parents what shë defired 


throgh| 











Of S. Wenefride. 297 
|throgh the cofidence which 

The had in their fingular pie- 
| ty towards God, & readines| 
|to do what his dining Maie- 
ity we would haue them. 


RECIT APT TIT 
S.Beuno propofeth S.V V ene-|| 
frides defire to ber Parents,| 
obteyneth their grant therin; 
they gine away in almes ber 
intended dowr y, UF ioy to fee 
rare beginninges of future 
fanttity, and folide ~vertues| | 
in their Daughter . 
He holy ma,a power- 
fullOratour with thé 
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who as Children reuerent-|_ 
ly refpected, and defired tol 
obey him, in a heauenly| 
language imparted vnto| 
them S. VVenefrids. defires,| | 
and made them withall ca-| | 
pable to know, that it would]. 


|| be no ordinary act of their| 


duc loue to God,gladly and 


|\freely to dedicate to his fer. 


uice whatin this world was 
deare vnto them. Their 


l|anfwere vnto him , with 


teares of ioy and prayfing 
of Chrift for his graces af- 
foarded , fo fingularly , to 


their child, was no other 
then 














| Of S. Wenefride. 29 


then a full, and free leaue 
lginen to S. VVenefride of 
|forfaking the world to ferue 
|her heauenly Spoufe, who 
|by fo high and holy a voca- 
ition, had called her vnto 
|him. | 
< And fo wishing hera hap- 
|py progreffe therein , they 
refolued alfo to draw out of 
the fame this benefitt to 
théfelues, that giuing away 
to the poore , her ample|| 
dowry for a fecular maria- 
ge by them prepared, and 
diftributing in holy vfes 
befides, a very great part of 
| their 
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their owne princely wealth} | 
and poffefsions as trouble- | 
ome v.nto them;and ( with] | 
pouerty delighted ) due to} | 
ithe king of heauen; who by} | 
cfpoufing their Child was} | 
growne to be heyre as it} | 
were vnto them;they might] | 
tun more lightly the way of] | 
his commandements , & in 
a holy freedome fró sac id 
ly folicitudes {pend, & end 
the remainder of their life 
lin. gayning to themfelues 
heauenly, treafures eternal. 
Ily-to entich them : wherein 
they: became animated af. 


ter- 





| terwards by the rareexam-| | 
|ple of their daughters. ver-| 
|tues; who oner-ioyed at fierft | 
with their leaue fo obtay-| | 





























; So asnowa corner necrel | 
his Cell where she might] | 


frequently vifit him,and de-|| 
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lightfully drawe , through 
her eares to her foule , the} 
vitall breath of his heauen-]| 


Aultar, when extreme wea-|| 
{tines and deadly fleep did 
not pofleffe her, was to be as] | 
in her fpoufes bed-cháber;| | 
raifed by amourous thoghts| | 
of his wonderfull’ Perfe-|| 
étions , and rapt with pure] | 
delights; freshly euery day] | 


communicated vnto her.Sol | 
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| | Of S.Wenefride. — as[1 
Jas to heare him only named 
|caufed a iubily in her foule,| | 
by blushing and teares to|| 
fuch as beheld her fweetely| | 
|difcouered. | 
And as internall guifts| | 
|did woderfully adorne her; 
lo were not externall graces| | 
wanting vnto her: for herl | 
[face was matchles in bewty| | 
jand by a rare modefty ex- || 
ceedingly graced, Her {pea-| | 
ch was fweet, neuer but lea-| | 
furely and wifely vttered . | | 
The comly ftature likewife| | 
and proportion of her body | | 
in all parts thereof, though | 
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her in the eyes of others ; fo} 


thofe high beginnings of| 
fancticy in her ,and fearing 
withall what her example} 
might worke in tyme, for| 
|the: drawing of others to 
|like courfes of Perfection, 
jhe ceafed not to lay many 
ínares to intrappe her, and 
[with new temptations ray-| 
fed by others for her greater} 
[merit & glory at laft, incef-| 
fantly to try her; the begin-|- 
ningof which shall in my 
next Chapter be declared. - 
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CHAP.. IV. 





How S. Wenefride was ne | 
alone by the Kings Jonne in 





4 


ber Fathers houfe; and in 
dawnger to haue byn viola- 
ted by bim , ecaped towards 
the Church , and was in the 
way cruelly bebeaded for con- 
- slautly refufing to yield ber| 
purebody unto bum . 


IC. Beuno hauing fully cn 
) ded the fabrique of his 


Church , and confecrated| 
the fame to Chrift,was daily 


C2 fi} 
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36 The Admirablelite — 
| |vifited by great multitudes 
lof fuchas dwelled in places| 
| neere him; & amongft chem, 
IS. VVinefreds holy Parents, 
ineuer fayled in his facrifices 
jand fermons to heare him; 
fo asona funday whilftthey 
iwere in the Church, & their 
Idaughter by fome necdfull,| 
| lor charitable occafion, con- 
trary to her cuftome, detai- 
ined at home, Prince Crado- 
icus king 4lan his fonne,with 
ia luftful wicked purpofe en- 
itred the houfe , pretending|. 
(that he came tofpeake with 
ithe Lord Theuth her Father. 







































Of S. Wenefride. 37 
The Holy Maid, fufpe- 
Ging no worfe of him at 
firft , after courteous faluta- 
tids pafled betweene them, 
and excnfes by herhumbly 
made ; of being alone, vn- 
attired, and vnable in her; | 
Parents abfence fitly to in. 
tertayne him as his: Prince- 
ly dignity required, intrea- 
ited him with all, to repote 
himfelfe in a more conne- 
nient roome of the houfe, 
till after diuine feruice en- 
ded, her Father should re- 
turne, and be free to {peake 
with him. To which fimple 
C3 can-| 
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33 The AdmifAble life | 
|candor and plainenes of her] 
{peaches gracefuily vetered,} 

the Prince infuriated with] 
\loue of her faire perfon,and 
luitfull defires prefently to 
inioy her , replyed, that he 
would willingly expect the 
returne of her Parents , if 
herfelfe in meane time wold 
|[|be pleafed to confent vnto 
his will, fo deuoted vnto her 
thatfor the fauour then ex- 

pected from her, he would 
| according to his Birth, and 
||Power , euer afterwardes be 
ready to honour and ferue 
her: chreatning withall, pre- 
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| Of S, Wenefride. 39 
lently to rauish her, if she 
yielded not willingly to his 
motion. 

The holy Virgin though 
jtrembling for feare , & blu- 
ishing at the immodefty of 
this fpeaches,yet loft not her 
jwits in fo needfull an occa- 
jfion ; but prefent with her- 
Melfe,& diuinely alfo at that 
linftant affifted, she humbly 
and patiétly anfwered him, 
that she doubted notof en. 
loying honour, wealth, and 
world.y contentment by be- 
ing efpowfed to fo Princely 
2 perlon : but becaufe (faid 
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The Admirable life 


she jthe prefent poore at- 
tire wherein you haue fo.on 
the fodaine taken me; fui-| 
teth not to fo high a mo- 
tion , or indeed, befeemeth 
|your presece, giue me leaue, 
l befeech you, to enter my 
chamber heere by, prefently 
ito alter it. | 
| To which her requeft (al. 
beit with. {fome loathnes to 
be delayed in his purpofe ) 
he yielded his confent: {o 


| 


40 








| ie his hands, and hopeles of] | 


= reícue or fuccour to be 
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Of S. Wenefride. — aal 
' lotherwife affoarded her, ran | 
| |out by a backe way , as faft | 
jas she could, towards the | 
Church , where her Father 
and his people would, she, 
doubted not,be able to fane 
“iher. But he impatient in his 
defires , and fufpecting in- 
[deed that which happened, 


N 
I 
brake into the roome , and 








finding her not there , pur- 
fued her fo haftely in her 
flight, ason a hill fide neere 
the Church he furioufly ap- 
prehended her eters 
his: fword diae in a 
hand, & a countenance full 
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42 The Admirable life 
of wrathful indignation that 
llif forthwith she confented 
not to his will, fo full of ho. 
nourable loue towards her, 
he would {trike of that head 
{from her body , & deforme] 
that face therein, which for- 

merly he had loued. 
Il. Whereunto the holy Vir-| 
gin ( as another. S. Agnes to 
her carnall Louer) vndaun-| 
tedly replyed , that she had| 
holily e(powfed herfelfe, & 
that alfo with her Parents} 
confent, to the king of Hea- 
uens fonne , in power, beau- 
ty, and goodnes incompara- 
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Of S. Wenefride. 43 
[bly exceeding him; and v-1 | 
|pon his experienced loue|| 
{towards her,she would euer; | 
remaine to him fo faythful-|| 
ly, conftantly, and vnalte-|| 
| redly deuoted in the affe-|| 
| |&ions of her hart, as shel! 
wold gladly loofe her head}| 
and life, for refufing to ad-|| 
| |mitany corriuall togeather| | 
with him . Neither shalli | 
your terrours ( faid she) or 
threats draw me from the 
Íweetnes of his Loue , or]| 
make me not go, as 1 haue|! 
promifed, purely vnto him. | 
Whereupon he, in a fu-|| 

| rious 





















































































jj44 The Admirable life | 


rious {corne to be flighted 
fo by her, & knowing with-| 
all chat whilft she lined the 
vehemécy of his loue could 
not be aflwaged , gaue her 
with his {word fo deadly a 
ftroake on the neck , as her 
head thereby and body be-| 
came inftantly parted ; the 
body falling without. the 
Church dore, and the head 
within it; fo as the floore 
therof being fomewhat de- 
clining, asbuilt in the han- 
ging of a hill, it tumbled 
towards the people, knee- 
ling togeather before the 


Aultar, 
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| Of $. Wenefride. — 45]| 
lAultar, aftonishing them| 
|with the fight thereof nol 
Hleffe, thé afterwards it made, 
them worthily to wonder, 
in fecing a cleere and plen- 
tifull fpring newly then be-| | 
ginning to run out of the| | 
round in the fame place ,|| 
where her head had firft}! 
fallen vpon ; vifited fince} | 
that cime by holy pilgrimes|: 
from places farre & ncere;| 
and by miraculous graces,|! 
land cures frequently affoar-| | 
| |ded to fickely , and grieued|! 
perfons , famoufly renow-}| 
ned. || 
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The lamentations made at S. 


I7T*Hz pehle moned 
| with fo dolefull a fpe- 











The Admirable life 
CHAP. V. 


W enefrids death, af vell by 
the people as by ber Parents; 
bow likewife S, Beuno pro- 
cured by bis prayers a dread- 
full veuengeof ber death v- 
pon the Author thereof glo- 
rying in his cruelty: and then\ 
putting the bead (7? body to- 
geather, fought to obteyne of | 
God, ber returne tolife a- 
game. 


&acle J 
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|étacle, as was the virgins 
head, bloud, and body, be- 
|fore them, ceafed not with 
out-cryes to exprefle their 
gricfe and anger togeather 
towards him that commit- 
ted fo haynous an outrage. 
| Her Parents likewife called) 
by their cryes to the place, |! 
|lamented the loffe of their| 
holy fweet child, lying but-| 
chered fo villainoufly , and 
ivnexpectedly before them,|| 
|with more then imaginable 
jexpreísions of forrow. 
(| S. Beuno in like manner, 
| [now ready to celebrate, lea-| 


uing 
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uing theaultar,and approa- 
chinge to the doore , was 
wholy diflolued into'teares| 
of compaffion and griefe to 
behold his deare Pupill and 
child, lying fo cruelly mur- 
dered , before her confe- 
cration to Chrift, folemnly 
foone after by him inten- 
ded: and beholding in this| 
his gricfe, her Murderer’ 
ftanding proudly by , & wi-| 


| ping. his bloudy. {word on 


the grafle,fofar from repen- 


{ting bim of the deed’, with- 


out feare of God or man , as 
he gloried proudly therein,| 
with 
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~ Of S. Wenefride. - 49[ | 
{with the holy virgins head! | 
jin his hand he went towards || 
| him ;- and looking him inj 


| |theface , aid vnto him. 


Thou wicked man , for 


jas much , as without re-' 


|gard of innocency or beau- | 
ty, thou haft murdered all 
Princely Virgin , no leffe| | 
noble then thy felfe, and art, | 
not,asthou oughteft to be, | 
forry afwell for the horrible; | 


(acriledge ; as foule murder 


heere committed deteftably! | 


by thee; I do heere befeech, | 
my hcauenly Lord , for the 


example of others at leaft, 


} 


toj | 
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{5o The Admurable life 
| co execute preiently , his 
| dredfull Iudgment againft 
| thee who haft murdered his} 
||(poufe,troubled his people, 
||violated his Saboath, and 
| befpriakled with bloud this 
holy Houfe, to his honour 
and fetuice. confecrated by 
me. | | 
And the effe& of his 
| |words , to the terrour and 
| | wonder of all prefent , was 
| uch, as the Prince fell dead 
|(udaynely before him ;.and 
||which increafed the afto- 
|inishmentofthe people, his, 
| dead body was prefently ei- 
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| Of S. Wenefride. — $1 
ther fwallowed vp by the 
earth,or taken away by Di. 
Juels ,fo as no figne thereof 
| afterwards appeared. | 
"This done, S. Beuno of- 
||ten kiling the virgins dead 
face,and bathing it with his 
|teares,put it to her body, & 
coueringe them with his 
|cloake, after he had brea- 
thed in her mouth, prepa- 
|red himfelfe to goe to the 
Aultar,warning the people 
Jand her Parents efpecially, 
to ceafe their lamentations, 
& conuert thé into prayers 
to the Creatour of (oules,& 
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|52.— The Admirable life | 
the fole rayfer of bodies af] | 
ter death, that he would bel | 
mercifully pleafed, as he]. 
called Lazarus toa new life] | 
jrotten before, and ftinckin 

in his graue ; fo to rayfe chis 
Princely Spoufe-heere but. 
| ichered for her loue towards! 
|him:and this chiefly for the 
glory of himfelfe, edifica- 
tionof his people,and com- 
fort of her parents, who fol. 
freely before had dedicated| 
her, in purity of life perpe-| 
tually to ferue him. 
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|Hoye S. Wenefride was ray- 
| fed from death to hfe, and 
her Head reunited to her bo- 
dy by S. Beuno's prayers , 
sith a [mali white circle re- 
mayning in the place of her 
 Neckewhere it was cut ; (7 
_ other wonders gracing fil the 
place of ber Martyr dome . 




































Fter the holy má had 
| ended his Mafle, and 
jthe people their prayers, lif- 
|ting vp his hands towards 
|heauen , he prayed in this 
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g+ The admirable life | 
manner: O Lord leíus-| 
Chrift, for whofe fake this 
holy Virgin contemned the 
world, and coueted heauen- 
ly things; vouchfafe by the]. 
tender bowels of thy mer-|: 
cy, loue , and bounty, to} 
graunt vs the effect of our| 
jvowes now made,& prayers} 
offered heere humbly vnto|. 
thee : and albeit we are fully 
perluaded , that this Godly 
Virgin who liued hólily, &| 
dyed conftantly for thee,be|. 
now highly exalted in hea-]| 








4 Qf S. Wenefride. . 55 
Imortall & miferable (rca. 
|tures; yet to manifeft thyne 
[Omnipotency, and that fu-| 
preme dominió which thou! | 
haft ouer foules and bodies, | | 
neuer dead to thy power of 
rayfing & reuniting them; 
\for the greater merit alfo o 
her foule, whofe body heere 
lyeth before vs, we craue a 
jnew life for her,and that she 
[may returne, after along & 
plentifull harueft, of new! | 
merits heere gayned , morc 
enriched & diuinely beau- 
tified vnto thee,the beloued! 
of her Hart , and Eternall 
D 4 [poufe;| 
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156 — The Admirable life 
fpoufe, who with the Father] 
and the holy Ghoft, docít 
rule in earth , and raigne in 
heauen, for euer and euer. | © 
And when the people bad 


licryed with great devotion, 


ues beheld her, a. pure 


Amen vnto. his prayer, the 
Virgin as newly wakened 
from Íleep ; wiped her eyes 
&face,befmeared with fweat 
and duft before, as hauing| 
tumbled on the ground, fil- 
ling all prefent, and her Pa-| 
rents there amongít them; 
with ioy and admiration; 
obleruing allo as they more 


-— 





—— 
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white circle, no bi gger then 
a (mall threed, to remayne | 
1 
I 








| in her faire Necke, shewing | 
| [the place where it had ben|; 
cut off before,and was mira-| | 
| jculoufly then to. her per) 
| jconioyned; which becaufe it | 
euer afterwards remayned 

cófpicuoufly feene after the | 
| fame manner, Brewa, her 

| name before, is faid to haue | 


great veneration , atid lone) | 
towards her, into VY. encthida 
by VVen, which doth figni- 
fy white in theold British 
tongue, added vnto it, & 2: 
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— The Admirable life 
letters thereof , for better 
[found quite altered. And in| 
many apparitions of her to| 
men, and women after her 
fecond corporall death, au- 
thentically recounted, this| 
white Circle in her necke 


for fuffering that wound, fo. 
conítantly for him. 

| And whereas the valley 
Iwhere she was martyred, 
{had ben called euer before a 








| |tayhe of pure waters, brea-| 
king miraculoufly out of 
the ground where her head 
firft-fell, called afterwards in 
memory of this miracle, 
Finbow , which in old Welsh, 
doth fignify a fountayne or 


well: & indeed as this foun: 


thed in that water ; ordrin- 
king therof become famon-: 
fly afterwards, renowned. | 


In} 














































































6o ` The Admirable hfe | 
In memory likewafe,chat} 


ftore of the Virgins pure 
bloud had ben fpilt in-that 
place,and to fignify withall 
|howfweeta Sacrifice was of-| 
fered there by her ; the fto- 
nes of the Well , are: either 
dyed, or fpotted all ouer 
with drops , as it were, of 
bloud; and the mofle grow- 
ing about it , is; as with 
muske yet to this day {weet- 
ly perfumed . 

The miracle of her ray- 
fing fro. death to life diuul- 
ged in thofe partes , gayned 
to S. Beuno fo great a fame of 

his 





Of S. Wenefride. Gill 


his fingular fanctity , and|| 
power with God to obteyne} | 
any thing , that multitudes] | 
thereupon of Gentil people| | 
inthofe dayes, for their in.| | 
fraction in the Chriftiani | 
fayth and Baptifme, repay-| 
red vnto him: whofe famous| | 
acts, and S. FFenefrids holy|| 


life after her being rayfed || 
shall in. the reft of chis|| 
| |booke be briefly declared. || 
















































































CHAP. vi. 


How S. Wenefride ‘was fe 
| lemuly veyled by S.Beuno, 
and fully instructed in the 
true knoyeledge l? holy pra- 
cli fe of a Religious life. How 
likesife he tooke bis leaue af. 
terwards of ber , propbeti- 
cally: forvelling the Janctity 
of ber life, and her gayuing 
to Chrift of many foules. 


d D as another} 


Pow reftored to aj 










‘ ARTIAN E 2 ©) 
NB FARNE ETAN = 


D EE Wewwe 
[deuotion , applyed herfelfe 
|to learne from fo great al 
maifter as S, Beuno was, how! 
[to rayfe her already-illumi- 
nated foule tothe heighto 
Religious Perfection, choo- 
\fing forthat purpofe to fit 
lat the Saints feet, as S. Mary 
|Magdalen did at the feet of 
jour Sauiour, never fatiated 
[with the delicacies, whichll 
ifell from that heauenly Ta- 
ble vnto her, by his moft 
pious fpeaches, and detiout 
inftructids; & within a {mal 
"|tyme out a reftles and moft 
amorous defire, fully to be 
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64 The Admirable life 
|}vnited to her louely and di-(.- 
uine Spoufe ; she obteyned|. 
of him ( as profeffed Vir- 
gins were wont to’be ; in| : 
thofe primitiue tymes of 
{Gods church ) to befelénly 
veiled, her fingular vertues 
& graces fupplying the wat 
Jof yeares, for that Religious|: 
ceremony Canonically re- 
quired. m. 
|- +The Saint therefore de- 

firous to affoard her that 
icomfort , and knowing her 
to be: very worthy therof, 
called: her Paréts vato him,}- 
[to acquainé them with his|. 
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Of S, Wenefride — 
intent of giuing vnto her| | 
the holy veyle of Chaltity| 
with their approbation and) | 

lconfent: which they , as de- 
uout & godly perfons, with 
ali humble refpects vnto | 
him the Author of her fe-|. 
cond life, and with imbra-| 

|cings of their holy Child, 

.|moft gladly agreed vato; 

& which wasafterwardsina 

great affembly of people 

.|moft folemnely , and reli- 

igioully performed. | 

| After which bleffing by 
| [her obteyned, che holy man 
| as diuinely foreknowing, to 

E what|| 
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what an-height offanctity & 
perfection the fpirit of God, 
forthe glory o 
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— Of S. Wenefride. 651 
guide herfeife,but others al- 
Ío, in conríes of Perfection , 
he called her Parents one 
day vnto him, and toüld|| 
them, that as they had libe- 
rally graanted vnto him a 
Church, and houfe for the 
feruice of God , and help of 
his feruants: fo bad his di- 
|uine Maiefty liberally re-| 
||quited their Charity to. 
wards him , by fingular gra- 
ces affoarded to them , and 
efpecially to their Childe, 
whom now they might well 
choofe, and propofe vnto 
them(clues , as a Miftreflc 
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|63 The Admirable life 


able to guide them in their] | 
||Redeemets feruice, and as| | 
a bright shining patterne of 
religious Perfection, W her-| 
fore being diuinely called 
to another place , I muft 
heere( faid he j leave you 
to the helpes of Heauenl 
Graces, which will not be 
wanting vnto you, perfi 
fting as now you do holily 
in Gods feruice , and to the 
carefull leh nc of your 
Daughter. 

And then, conuerting 
himfelfe to S. VEenefride : 
Our Lord (faid he ) deare 





| Of S. Wenefride. 69 
[Child , hath appointed you 


Ito fucceed me heere in my 
iholy labours,and abiding in| 
]thefe parts, to go onwards, 
happily your (elf, & co guide 
llothers fruitfully, in the way 
Ito eternall life,as hitherto! 
|i hane taught you. And 
|doubt not , but by the mo- 
|uing example of your death 
|for him already fufteyned, 
land the holy conuerfation | 
Jof your life, you wiloe able! | 
fto performe what I haue 
\faid; and in this very place, 

| gather togeather for your 
heauenly (poufe, many pure 
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79 The admirable life i 
and deuout Virgins, guided} 
vnto him holily by you. | 
| Bat know withall , that 
you shal not heere end your 
dayes , but that after feauen 
yeares , in prayer and pen- 
narice {pent in this place, to 
your owne great Merit, 
|& fingular edification of o.| 
thers, our gracious Lord] 
will call you to another ,| 
(that ftrangers alfo may in 
the knowledge and true fer- 
uice of him be illuminated 
by you: and know alfo that 
heerby your memory shal! 
become glorious in future} 
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Of S. Wenefride, 71 
Jages,and your merits publi- 
|shed to the whole world, by 
miraculous cures, & helpes 
affoarded vnto fickly , and 
|[diftrefled perfons praying 


||vnto you. 
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CHAP. VIL. 


| E berem is declared S. Wene- 
frides griefe for her’ Holy 
Fathers departure, and his 
comfortable {peaches unto 
ber , concerning particular 
Graces intended by God to- 
wards berfelfe, and others by 
her. 





Hc Godly Virgin be- 
ing exce(fimely grie- 
lued at her holy Fathers de- 
Iparture , heto cófort her in 
ifo deep an affliction, tooke|: 


her by the right hand , and 
| lead| 
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| jedd her to the fountayne 
which miraculoufly had ri- 
| fen in the tyme, & place of 


|her martyrdome , & fitting}. 


| |togeather vpo a tone neere 
| Ito the fide of che well;called 
therefore to this day S. Beu- 
no's ftone; You fee ( faid he) 
heere the monumét of your 
fufferings , and behold alfo 
the ftones therein fteyned 
as with your’bloud , shed 
for your Heauenly Spoufes 
fake; be you therfore now 
attentive, and mindfull of 
what I shall fore-teli you 
concerning three efpeciall 

E 5 Graces 
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74 The Admirable life 
Graces, whereby your Glo- 
rious fpoufe Chrift lefus wil] 
heerafter honour your felfe,| 
land benefit others by you. 

The firft of them is, that 
thefe faid Stones , shall ne- 
uer be washed from their 
blondy fteynes, but euer re- 
tayne the fame, as trium. 
phant fignes, and glorious 
teftimonies of your bloud, 


"The fecond shalbe i 
that neuer any perfon who 
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73 
. temporall blefling , as trce- 
Idom afwell from cotporall 
jas fpirituall diftreffes, to be 
obteyned by your merits & 
prayers for chem , but that 
in three times fo doing they! | 


shall afluredly be made par- 
takers of their defire;or pat-|| 
fing by death out of this); 
life , they shall in another) | 
world reap after a more am- 
ple manner the fruit of their 
prayers, by heauenly blef- 
fings , through your inter- 
cefsions for them , diuinely 
prepared. 

The third shalbe, that af- 
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76 The Admirable life 


ter my departure now from 
you, into a remote part of 
this lland, God will giue me 
aCell neere the fea shore, & 
when you would fend any 
letters, or tokens vnto me 
(as his dinine Maiefty wold 
haue you to do, and J alío 
do intreate the fame of you 
once at leaft every year )caft 
them only in the ftreame of 
this fountayne, and they 
will; pafling into the Ocean 
by many creckes, and tur- 
ning-shores,be diuinely , & 
fafely directed vnto me : 
which graces likewife to the 


worlds 
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: |be conuerted into a copious 














Wenefride. 97) 
worlds end shall be diuul-| 
ged glorioufly of you. . 

And hauing ended this 
his fpeach, he led her backe 
againe vnto the ‘Church, 
and {aid then ynto her: Be- 
hould heere this Church,|| 
& lodgings about it, which 
hauing. byn. built by the 
charitable magnificence of 
your parents , and my la- 
bours, I leaue vnto you, to 


| | 
| 


monaftery of Chaft, & De-|| 
uout Virgins, who moued|; 
by your inftruétion , & ho-|| 
ly example of life, shall to-|| 
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78 The Admirable life 
geather with your felte, me- 
rtorionfly practife thofe 
Iheanenly documets, which, 
||by a perfit contempt of the 
world,and a full abnegation 
of theíelues ( the two maine 
igrounds of Religious perfe- 
ction )Jhane often delivered). 
by my {peaches vnto you. 

Stupendious miracles al- 
fo done for the temporall & 
leternall good of many, rc- 
ipayring to this very place, 
shall heerafter be effected , 
ito the prayfe of their hea- 
|uenly. Maker , and cuen 
bruit beafts shall not want 

their} 
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Of S. Waenefride, 79); 
their share in fuchbleffings; | 
ftriue therfore, deare Child} 
to exbibit your felfe in all] 
things, asa liuely patterne ,| 
and example to others ofall) 
Vertue. As for my poore; 

felfe , I shall. goe whither} 


































foule, a Fatherly and louing | 
{memory of you. 
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CHAP ; X 


lor the continuance of S. W ene-| 
frides griefe for the depar- 
SUI ture of S. Beuno ; and boy 
JOH ^ be tooke laftly bis leane o 
Ni ber. VV ho beginning after- 
yards to prathfe ‘what be 
bad taught ber „gathered ma- 
ny Noble mens daughters vn- 
` to ber, and lived in eminent 
fanctity , as Gouernelfe o 
the rest. 









































He more S. Beuno 
did feeke by fweete| 


(caches to comfort his lo- 
uing 
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. louing Child, the more was] | 
|! [her gricfe for his abfencein-| | 
created, efpecially when she; | 
faw him with his ftaffe in his} | 
‘hand ready to go from her, 
(weetly venting her forrows|| 
in fuch fortas others might] | 
heare her , fpeaking thus|| 
vnto him. | 
Now holy Father am I to) | 
be lelft alone, as a poore|| 
Orphane Child without aj | 
Nurfe, or as a filly sheep a- 
móg ravenous wolues with- 
‘out a Paftour to defend me; | | 
-\wheras with you I was moft! | 

fafe,alwayes ioyfull in your 
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82 The Aamirablelife 
|pre(ence,alwayes edified by 
| your example, & infiructed 
by your fpeaches, Whieh 
words of hers, together with 
her flowing teares (o moued 
|the Saint himfelfe, as alfo 
herlouing Parents , and o- 
thers that were prefent, as 
notto haue their owne for- 
row, by ftaying longer with 
her, increafed’, after he had 
Iblefled. her wich his hand, 
(as hauing notoeüg through 
griefe to fpcakea word more 
vnto her ) haftned his. pace 
fafter then modefty would 
permit her to follow him, 
c. vntill 
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| Ivnull at length he was gon 
| [quite out of her fight, neuer 
more in this world to be. 
hold him ; fo that returning 
with her companiós home- 
ward, for many dayes after 
she remayned in her for- 
row, till tymeat length , & 
difcret choughts hauing ea- 
|fed her hart , she wifely and 
maturely , began to tefle& 
vpon his heauenly difcour 
|fes and leffons formerly gi- 
uen vnto her, both how she 
might practife chem her 
felfe anddraw others alfo to 
the exercife therof. 
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84 The Admrable life 
Which in a short tyme,} 
Gods grace and the force of 
her holy Example; did fo 
happily effect , chat a great 
number of Noble and de. 
uout Virgins, trampling 
worldly wealth, Honours & 
pleafures vnder their: feet, 
for the glory and feruice of 
Chrift, betooke themfelues| - 
to her gouernment, & liued|' 
in religious difcipline ho- 
lily vnder her;commanding 
or teaching them^nothin 
but what herfelfe practifed 
firítamongft them,as ashi- 
ning cleere Light, in fafe 


paths, 
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|paths of lanctity, to guide 
| [them; yea with fuch a {weet 
| mildenes, & motherly loue 
cowards keim , that with e- 
quall merit, and content- 
ment they obeyed her com- 
mands, and obferued fuch 
jrules as she had eftablished! 
amongft them. | 
Her wholfome aduifes al- 
fothey receaued as heavély 
oracles; & fuch remedies as! | 
[in their difficulties, & tem- 
 |ptations she wifely & com- 
paffionably gaue them, had 
a heauenly kind of foral 
prefently to free them . Mi- 
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(85 The admirable life 
|racies likewife. were «not 
fometymes wanting to in| 
creafe her authority, and to} 
jteltify her fanéticy vnto 
them; fo chat their refpect| 
andloue towards het, cau- 
fed ali to ftriue who should 
excell in imitating the rare 
vertues , which daily more 
and more they difcouered 
in her holy example of life, 
beeing as a fweet odour;| 
wherby perfect foules come 
to draw others vnto Chrift 
with them. 
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CHAP. X. 


Ofthe Fame, and effects of S. 
Wenefrides fanctity of fe 
sh numbers of foules eayned 
conto Chriit by ber. Of the 
first guft alfo which she fent 
miraculoufly to S.Beuno. 





| HkEwonder/ull fame 
JA of S.VVenefrids fan- 
|&cy;increafed alfo by mira- 
culous cures, vpon perfons 
|difeafed done frequently & 
Japparently by her , was not 
contayned within the limits 
only of the country where 
F 4 she 
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88 The Admirable life 


she dwelt , but far and neere 
againft her will, began tobe 
fo diuulged , from very re» 
moteplaces of the kingdom; 
fo as many flocked to fee, & 
{peake with her, and were fo 
edified by her Angelicall 
behauiour , & wife fpeaches| 1 
vnto them ,that they were} 7 
very loath toleaue her cõ-| 
pany , and accounted thofe| | 
people bleffed who tited, 
alwayes necre her. i 
. But moft of all the holy 
Virgins that were placed 
vnder hercare, & domettical 
gouerment , reputed them- 


felues 









\felues happy, by hauing for 
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Of S.N enefride. 8 
their Guide, no leffe ten- 
der a Móther in her deare 
lone towards them , then a 
wife miftrefle by inftruction 


{and example holily to di- 
 |rect them, as her holy Fa- 


ther had formerly taught 
her; towards whome during 
her life ;'she euer retayned 
a moft gratefull memory of 
her prefent life, and a thou- 
(and bleffings befides recea- 
ued from him. In particular 
alfo she forgot not the yca- 
rely token she had promi- 
fed tofend him. 

| F5 W here- 
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The Admirable life 

Wherefore partly with] 
her owne: hands,and partly 
by the help of her filters, 
she had imbrodered a faire 


nirig of the month of May, 
almolta yeare after. his. de- 
|/parture; finished the: fame,} | 
|wrapping it vp ina wollen} 
Hcloath,she went with her fi- 
Ifters, & many others.co the} 
lwelsfide, where cafting it in- 
ico che water, she faid; O ho-| 
ly Father l fend heereaccor- 
ding to your coramand &| 
my promife,this fmal token| 











































lof my loue vnto you. 





| |{Rreame downe into the Ri-| 
uer ,and fo into thefea, re-| 
mayned dry , and no whit 
moiftned by the water ; So 
that in ashorttyme, et 
diuinelydire&ed,it was cali 
on the shoare 50. miles o 
hard: by the Monaftery , 
where the holy man lived, 
and he caínally going forth 
tooke itvp, wodring at firft 
whatvie should be , «ill at 
length opening tbe bundle 
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T he which , to the great; | 
| woder of many viewing the | 


| fame,as it paffed by che well] | 





_andy, 






















































































and remébring his charge 
giuen to S‘VVenefride before 
his departure, he ioyfully 
conceaued it tobe her guift, 
gratefully mindfull of his 
loue towards her; and. ioyed 
therein: much more after- 
wards,when the wonderfull 
fanctity , and fruitesof her 
|life werereuealed vnto. him; 
as she alfo diuinely knew 
that’ he had: fafely. recea- 
ucdit . . 

The veftment he orday- 
ned to be kept carefully in 
the Church, for rhe víe o 
himfelfeand his Brethren , 


to 








|| &renuing often by the fight 


| prayers for her , he became 
! in them illuminated againe, 
Jand prophetically affured, 
that her owne graces should | 


| 
| 


| 
l 
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| 








{he had byn infpired to tell 


her. 
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therof ,his wonted lone and 


— 





be eminent , and the fruites). 
very great which by her ho-|| 


| 


| of God, & good of others, | 


|should be wrought, both | 
{where she lined, and in ma-|: 
ny other places, as audis 
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IOF the great Talents which) 
Chrift gane onto S. W ene-| 
fride for the good of others jj 
and bow she yearely remem-) 
bred to fend ber token tos, 
Beuno, vatill, to ber great 
griefe, she bad bis holy end 
reuealed conto ber ; foone 
after Yohich, she changed the, 
place of her aboad, as be had 
foretold ber . 





























^ Lbeit many Graces| 

X were worthily admi- 
/lred in bis holy Virgin, by, 
orbs, thole 
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— -Of 8. Wenefride. 95] 
| [thofe: who knew, and con-|| 
uerícd with her, as her high} 
&lafting vnion with Godll 
fin extaticall prayer , herji 
[great aufterity , her Angeli- 
{call purity and innoceney,| 
of life,her powerfull autho-l| 


ily verityes,and ardent zeale 
(of her Creatours glory, ftill|! 
{manifefted in her exhorta-| 
|riós to her owne fubiedts, &/| 

oh Sec ace: hh i Tri | 
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96 The Admirable hfe - | 


(peaches to ftrangers that| 
came to vifit her;ío as she 
did fill their harts more 
with enflamed defires toj 
(erue Almighty God , then 
their eares with the found 
of her wordes : cuer attri- 
buting the graces of her| 
|foule firft to Chrift, & next]. 
to S. Beuno his Great feruat} 
land her Teacher, to whome]| 
she euery yeare fent her) 
promifed token, or prefent 
lafter the manner aforefaid, 
vntill his holy death, and 
circumftances: thereof were 
reucaled vnto her; whofe 


lofle 


ev. i í 
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|loffe she frequently after-|| 
wards deplored , albeit shej | 
had ben diuinely aílured,|| 


{that according to his won-|| 













earth, he was in heauenly|| 
lioyes , highly exalted : the[. 
particulars of whofe holy] | 
life from his Childhood till} 
his death, and great mira-| | 
cles afterwards, are authen-| | 
{tically recorded in his yet} | 
extant and certaine monu. || 
(ments, | 
| © After whofe glorious di(- |. 
ceafe , she began to feele|| 
moft perfect defires in her-|| 
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|Iderfull merits heere on||]. - 




































































































198 The Admirable life 

felfe;for the greater glory of 
God: and benefit of foules| 
|in other places, to remoue| 
|from the monaftery where 
she lined , efpecially now) 
feeing her fifters well able} 
|toliue holily & religioufly 
[without her. So that in thel 
end of the feauenth yeare of 
{her gouerment, as the Saint 
had foretold her , she tooke 
leaue of her fpirituall Chil-| 
dren , Parentes ; and other 
friends there abouts all af- 
\flited. aboue meafure, at 
|theloffe of her gratefull, & 
|| profitable prefence amongft 
rig them; 
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| them; and togeather with 
| |one of her companions in- 





pleafed to direct her: vifit- 
ting alfo deuoutly before her 
departure , the place of her 
owne martyrdome, & there 
proftrate on her knees , in 





hüble & feruent prayer she 
befought Almighty God, 
|that he would according to 

his bleffed will, dize& her 
inthat iourney for his ho- 
jnour intended, and to in- 
|creafe withall his bleffings 


|vpon fuch as frequented 
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100 The Admirable life 


that place , in a denout me- 
mory of her martyrdome 
there for him fufteyned;the 
which effect of her prayer 
| [was by. his diuine: Maiefty 
accordingly graüted as hath| 
ben teftihied fince:by num- 
berlefle miracles wrought 
at that Well, or Fountaine, 
in curing the bodily & fpi- 
rituall infirmities of all hü-| 
ble Clients and fuppliants 
in that place vnto her. 


CHAP. 





NS ES y 47; 
^ N+ ©) uu 


Of S. Wenefride, 


| 
AARET APOE NUR A Yia MM ede 
CHAP. XII, 
How S. Wenefrid was diretled 























by God in her iourney 10 à 
holy ma called Deiter, whofe 
Counfell she was ‘willed to 
folloye: of whom many things 
are by the Author occafonal- 
ly heere recounted: and hos 
worthy he wasto be chofen 
by God, for S. Wenefrides 
Directour in the place of S. 
Beuno. - 


























IQ PPenefride having in 
earneft prayer recom- 
meded her iourney to God, 
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102 The Admirablelife 
was infpired to goe with her 
companion, to one Deifer a 
holy Man, liuing at Bota- 
uar, who should further di» 
| rect her. This man wasin- 
{|deed, for his San@ity in 
thofe dayes, & miraculous 
ceftimonies therof, famouf- 
ly renowned ; for by his 
prayers he bad raifed out of 
the ground a goodly {pring 
ina place that was dry be- 
fore, & obteyned likewife of 
God,that the water thereof 
| |should hauca fupernaturall 

Iforce to cure all (oares &.di- 
feafes of fach as: did drinkej 
ther- 
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therof, or wash their foares 
| Itherewith . 

And amongít many mi- 
tacles befides recounted of 
him whilft he liued,this one 
|performed after his death 
is e{pecially renowned , to 
wit,of cwo Theeaes who ha. 
uing ftolne two horfes out 
of his Churchyard, pofted| 
with them moft {peedily out 
of the Coütrey:but the next 
day the owners finding thé 
gone , hambly proftrated 
themfelues before the Sain- 
tes Aultar, and prefented 
Itherat two Candels forthe 
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104 The Admirable life 
recouery of their horfes;be- 
feeching him to accept of 
thé vnlighted as they were,| 
fince they had no fire there 
prefent to kindle them. 

This faithfull piety of; 
theirs fo: pleafed the Saint, 
that the Candels were vp- 
on the fuddayne miracu-| 
loufly lighted to teftify that 
he graciouflyheard them: & 
the theeues. after they had 
ridde their horfes as they 
| |thoughe far from the place 
found themfelues: brought 
backe againe vnto it, & that 
not once but the fecond 


tyme 
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|. |tymealfo ; fo as the men ha- 


| 


uing prayed there all night, 
early inthe morning as they 
came out of the Church, 
they very ioyfully faw their 
horfes, held by two ftran- 
gers wholy confounded at 
their theft: wherfore they| 
gladly feizingon them, & 
humbly thanking the Saint 


iby whofe merits they had 


obteyned that blefling, they 
difmiffed alfo the theeues 
for his fake, without infli- 
&ing any punishment ( as 
their fault deferued ) vpon 
them. W hich miracle I haue 


G5 , purpo- 
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purpofely: heere recounted, 
that my Reader may know 
the merits & great fanclity 
of bleffed Defer, towhom 
$.VVenefride, for the know- 
ledge of her iourncy , was 
diuinely directed. 
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CHAP. XIII 


How S. Wenefride came to 
the Holy man Deifer , and 
after she bad bin charitably) 
welcommed, and entertayned 
by bim for one night,she eas 
the next morning fent , for’ 
a further direction ,to ano- 
ther Saint called Saturnus; | 
dwelling at Henthlant.- 


He holy Virgin after 
due inquiry made, 
where the Village Botavar 
ftood , and of her way vnto 
it, committing to God her 
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108 The Admirablelife 


i|Monattery at Finbon , and 
friends there about ,began 
with her companion chere- 
(fully her iourney towards] - 
Blefled Deifers Cell, eight 
miles diftant; where at her 
arriuall , she was by the 
|{Saine charitably welcom-: 

|med; and hauing related the 
caufe of her comming, and 
|how she had byn diuinely in 
||her prayer, directed vnto 
him, he could her that con- 
cerning either herfelfe, or 
her iourney,God had notas 
then reuealed any thing vn- 
to him : But haue patience 


( faid 
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| |( faid he ) a little this night, | 


to ftay heere at my cell, and 
his diuine maiefty the whilft 
will vouchfafe perchance 
to reueale his holy pleafure 
vnto me. 

Whereunto she humbly 
and thankefully agreed , as 
being confidently aflured, 
that Almighty cod had not| 
vainely, and to no purpofe, 
directed her vnto him. 

The Saint,as his manner 
Was , praying the whole 
night, a heauenly voyce to- 
wards the morning faying 
thus vnto him ; Tell VVene- 
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110 The Admirable life | 
\fride my: Virginall deare 
{Daughter >- that she goe 
\lforchwith to a village called 
AHentblant where she shall be} 
partly fatisfyed. in her de- 
fire, for there she shal find a 
Venerable man called Sa- 
turnus , by whome she shall 
be more fully inftructed, 
about the place of her a- 
boad during life ,and what 
she shall do init. 

So that early in the mor-| 
ning S. Deifer calling the; 
holy Virgin his gueft , con-| 
cealed nothing of what had 
ben revealed vato him, and| 


—— EE ee 
| dire-l 


|] Of S: Wenefride. — 1t 
| directing her the way to- 
| | wards Saturnus his Cell, wil-| | 
led her cheerefully to goe 
on; for that holy neighbour] 
| of mine ( faid he) will be di- 
uinely enabled to tell you, 
not only of your iourney, 
and place to goe vnto, but 
[of other things alfo , belon-| | 
|ging to you. | 
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How Saturnus entertayned S, 
Wenefride in bis Cell , and 
telling ber , how much God 
should be honoured by her, be 
directed ber to a holy place 
called Guitherin , where 
she should find one Elerius, 
4 Ble[Jed Abbot of religious 
men to direct ber „ahd amo- 
na[ler y of chast Virgins, who 
would gladly fubmit themfel- 

. ues conto ber. 


ŞS VVenefride much reioy- 


cing at the direction 


which 
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E Of S. Wenefride. — 1131] 
which. Blefled Defer had 
 |giuen her,and confirmed in 
her comfortable perfuafion 
that Chrift the Author of 
her iourney , would not in 
his care and protection be 
wanting vnto her , humbly 
Jand thanckfully tooke her 
|leaue of him, and wenton 
forwards with her compa- 
nio towards Henthlant where 
Saturnus remayned.- 
Comming thither she was 
moft charitably - receaued 
by him,as hauing bin, con- | 
cerning herfelfe and her 
iourney , before hand diui. 
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|vnto hér (to her preat com. || 
| fort ) many heavenly & ho: 
| ily leffons , and towards the 
|| morning he tould het, thar 
| their was a place, not fat off 
called Gwitberin, (tored with 
the precious reliques of ma- 
|]ny Saints who had formerly) 
| liued there, in great holines| 
lof life, and deerenes vnto|| 
| God , bleffing the place for) 
| ithem ; and for that caufe| 
reatly reucrenced by de. 
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[uout people repayring vn- 
| |to it. This place( faid he) is 
deftined by God for your 
earthly habitation, and to 
be fanctified more by you; 
where alfo you shall find a 
holy Abbot called Elerius , 
| |of fo great mortification ,|| 
Iprayer, & vnion with God, 


as the world, and all con. 
itentments therof are who- 


- 


ly dead vnto him. 

To this Manthen am 1 
willed to fend you, and to 
tell you with all, chat you 
shall iind there a heauenly 
tranquillity of mind, andal] 



















































































116 The Admirablelite : 
Monaftery of chaft Virgins, 
trayned vp from their In- 
fancy in vertue, liuing alío 
[now holily togeather, yet 
ordeyned by God to be ray- 
| fed by your holy Example 
Jand Inftructions to higher 
and perfecter wayes of gay: 
ning fanctity and religious 
perfe &ion ; and they will in 
time, for that end, humbly 
and gladly be ready to fub- 
mit themfelues vnto you, as 
to a Mother and Abbeffe, 
fent by their Heauenly 
{poufe purpofly vnto them. 
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CHAP. XV. 


How S. Wenefride going to 
Elerius , was. in the way , 
[aluted most charitably by 
bim ; bow alfo after they bad 

pent a whole night in prayer 
togeather , she Was led by bim 
to tbe monaftery of Vi?gins,| 
and there after. high pray]es| | 
cottered of ber she was com- 
mended asa companion dzut- | 
nely fent conto them, 


ŞS VV enefride replenished | 
| 





























with incredible. ioy at 
Saturnus {peaches vnto her, 
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1188 Tbe Aamirablelife 
{pecially in hearing how} 
holy à place she was going 
vnto,and that she shculd 
|find there a Monaftery o 
| |chaft virgins to line withal, 
defired to know of him the 
way thitherward , crauing 
withall his holy bleffing for 
the better {peed of her iour- 
ney. : : 
The Holy man, guiding 
|her himfelfe fome part of 
|the way, for the great reue- 
rence he bare towards her, 
after he had giuen her his 
bleffing, caufed his Deacon 
toaccompany her through- 
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out the whole iourney to 
Eleriss , who being diuinely 
forewarned -of her com. 
ming, andall other particu- 
lars of her life , met her for 
honours fake vpon the way, 
and after he had led her in. 
to the Church , and prayed 
a while with her , he imbra-| 
ced herina fatherly louing 
manner, bidding her be of 
[good comfort : for , faid he, 
( taking hera part from the 
|Deacon, and her Compa. 
nion ) 1 haue already diui 
jnely vnderítood of- your 
noble Virginity,vith other 
| H 4 grace- 





























































































no «© The Aduurable life 
gracefull fignes of your| 
martyrdome , in the place 
thereof yet remayning, and 
will be gladly ready to help 
you; in the caule of your 
\iourney vnto me. 
W hereunto S.VVenefride 
replyed , that she had no: 
thing more concerning her- 
felfe to tell him, but that 


ly fpirit guided vnto him, 
fo would she be hübly rca- 


| 


dy to receaue his further di- 
rections, and. be in the fu- 
ture courfe of her life an o- 
bedient Child, and Schol- 





EROS Sd a 





| ES. Wenefride. 121 
Iler vnto him. 
| The Saint by this her 
humble and modeft anfwere 
being exceedingly edified , 
tould her , that they would 
| i£ she pleafed , {pend that 
night in holy prayer togea- 
ther , for their furer dire&i- 
on , in fo important an oc- 
{cafion:and he hauing recea- 
ued towards the morning, 
Inew illuminatios from hea- 
uen about her , replenished 
|with exceffiue toy , he rofe 
from his prayer , and harti- 
ly imbracing her,villed her 
to be confident, that God 


H 5 would 


























































































































1:2 Tbe Admirable life üt 
{would not be wanting 1n the 
[wonted effects,and gracious 
increafing of his Fatherly 
lone towards her; & folea- 
ding her oucof the Church 
to the Monaftery of Vir- 
fgins gouerned by him, 
he made this {peach .vnto 
chem . 

Deare Childrenof Gods 
reioyce , for that your hea: 
juenly fpoufe hath fent anew 
ftar of wonderful brightnes 
Ito shine heere among you, 
|& prouided fuch a compa-} 
inió for you,as wil with new 
treafures of merited graces 
b enrich 

















tenrich her owne foule , and 
yours alfo by the many rare! 
| examples, and high pradi-|. 
[fes of religious Perfection, | 
which from tyme to tyme, 
she willexhibit profitably, 
andholily vnto you. | 
For this is VFenefride that 
renowned Virgin , whome| 
\you hauc heard to hauc fuf-| 
| |fered a glorious death , for 
her virginity deféded. This} 
| [i5 she, whofe Triumphs are 
| ffüng in Churches , and her| 
Trophies do yet illuítrate| 
| [the whole Prouince which 
Ishe dwelled in. This is shej 
who 

































































124 The Admirable life 
who in her martyrdom and 
Confeflion , is equally glo- 
rious, and now is come to 
liue holily, and to dyc hap- 
pily amongít you,as hauing 
already a high placezmogtt 

Ithe moft- glorious Martyrs 
of heauen referued for her. 
Reioyce therefore ‘wor- 
thily at her fortunate arri- 
uall, and keep fafely fo hea-| 
uenly a Treafare amongft 
you. Marke well and imitate 
diligently the rare example 
of her life: forget not like- 
wife thofe heauenly leflons 
which she will giue you, out 
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lof a holy defire , to leade| 
| you, with herfelfe vnto the 
height of religious merit & 
perfection; for which only 
reafon Chrift hath fent her 
![to: increafe alfo. the alrea-| 
!|dy renowned glory of this 
place ,, by liuing. heere a- 

mongfít you. 



























































































































"ad The Admivable life 
CHAP. XVI. 
of the commendation which the 
| Saint made of S.W enefride 
to the old Abbeffe of the Mo- 
nasiery; ad boye sbequickly 
there deferued his prayfes 


by ber eminent, and beroicall 
Vertues. 















. Elerius hauing (poken 
(o much of her fanctity 


f the Monaftery togeather, 
onuerted his {peach vnto|. 
the Venerable old Abbeffe| 
called Theonia,a very holy) 












[| Of S. Wenefrida ^ 14 
|woman , faying thas. vno] | 
her. 
















|dearc {poufe of Chrift, fen]! 
\(as May once againe ) diui- | 
[nely vnto you, wherby you|| 
| [may gather how highly she | 
Jisto be honored by you; & | 
Hoy withall that the Author! | 
| [of all graces hath in fending} | 
ther hither folouingly regar-| | 
jded you : & with this hede-|| 
[parted , leauing S.WVWenefrid|| 
jamongft them, who fuitably || 

toji 
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| 
| 





to: his high prayfes, began | 


to shine in her wonderfull 
perfections , and by heroi- 


call acts of vertue to infufe| 


a new Charity amongft the, 
eafily by all difcerned,& by 
the Abbefle efpecially, who 
was no raw beginner in re- 
gular and holy courfes. 
Her abftinence ( they no- 
ted) was admirable , her 
prayer cótinuall when cha- 
ritable occafions interrup- 
ted not the fame, & very of- 
|ten extaticall; a profound 


Humility in all her geítures| 


and fpeaches plainely ap- 


peared, 
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| Of S. NV enefride, "9| 
| peared , neuer pray fing her- 
| |íelfe , and fenfibly troubled 
|| when others for any thing 
did extoll her. Patience the 
Ifirft fruite of Charity,as S.| 
Paul reckoneth it,feemed to 
haue poflefled fo fully her 
hart, and fo firmely fetled 
the affections thereof, as all 
Anger;Enuy, and other dif- 
ordinate Paflions of that 
|kind were wholy dead vnto 
her, | 
Her Commands had euer 
‘\fuch fweetnes and difcretion 
conioyned , as it delighted 
allthe otherto do whatfoe- 























































































(130 The Admirablelife | 
tuer she, at 1 beowa’s intreaty| 
||commanded them, efpecial-| 
ly when they noted herfelfe} 
in hard offices to goe before 
| |them . And when she fpake 
\jeither of facred Verities or 
| lof vertaous Practifes vnto 
diuine lone flamed notonly 
||in her foule , but a gread 
| depth of heauély wifedome]|: 
| appeared plainely in her] 
||wordsalfo, & wrought the]. 
like effects in fachas heard) 
| them ; fo as Reuerence and) 

Loue were quickly by all}, 
|yielded vnto her. 


Tbeo*]. 
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Theoniathe Abbefle alio as 
{more illuminated,to know, 
and delight in her graces, 
did often confer priuately 
with her , alyayes learning| 
at {uch tymes new leflons of 
















ryes,loyfull, or Dolorons, 
but that both their harts,|| 
jwith loue and compaflion 

equally pofleffed , caufed]| 
tearesto flow fró their eyes] | 
in aboundance, aud their 
ioud fobbings to interrupt 
their difcouríe; fo as the one|} 


I 2 loyed|| 

























































































132 The Admirablelife. | 


ioyed in her devout fcholler|. 
and the other was no lefe 
pleafed in hauing fuch’a Mi- 
ftrefle, fo diuinely prepared 
by Chrift, for ber. 



































CHAP. XVII 


|How S.Elerius experiencing S. 

Wenefrids great wifedome 
and Vertue in many confe- 
rences with her, preached her 
Janétity to his Brethren; And 
of the many people , who mo- 
ued With the fame of ber 
Martyrdome and holy life , 
came from places farre and 
neere,to fee, and [peake with 
her . 


, Elerius lining ‘with his 
Monks , not far off, in a 
moft retired,auftere and de- 


uout 
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{t34 The Aamirablelife 
uout manner,delighted ma- 
ny tymesto vifit the holy 
Virgin in her Monaftery , 
difcourfing of heauenly mi- 
Hiteries and vertuous Practi- 
fes with her ; and found her 
fer cleerely illuminated in 
the one, & fo folidly groun- 
ded in theother, that ha- 
uing admired her himfelfe, 
and returning home to his 
brethren was wont to vtter| | 
wonderfull prayfes of her] | 
vnto them. | 
And her fame at length} 
by the mouths of many be.| | 
came fo divulged, as trom} | 
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| |pláces far & neere , infinite 
‘numbers of all fortes of 
people flocked vnto her, 
(ome to know, and fee fo no- 
jble, louely, and holya Vir- 
gin, who had loft her head 
to faue her virginity, and af-| 
ter death for her Spoufes 
greater honour had ben by 
a holy Man miraculoufly 
|rayfed to life , accounting 
|the place and company she 
|liued in, moft bleffed by her 
||prefence : Others, by their| |. 
great importunity and ear- 
\jneft prayers obteyned to fee 
! the white pure circle ftil re- 


] 4 may- 












































[36 T he Admirable life 
mayning in her necke ,.de-] 
noting the wound which in| 
her martyrdome she recea-| | 
ned; the fight whereof caus} | 
fed them to. shed manyi | 
teares of loue, and ioy that} | 
Chrift had triumphed fol | 
| glorioufly in her firk, and] | 
fent her afterwards fo hap-| 
pilyvntothem.. » 9.) 
S.V V enefrid herfelfe would) 
gladly out of her. great. and] 
Abe humility, haue de-| | 
pre them that fauour; but] | 
|a. charitable defire of their}. 
good , gayned many wayes| | 
thereby , and the other Vir-|. 














gins] 
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Of S. Wenefride. | 137]! 
gins intreatics , made her | 
willing to affoard that con- 
tentment vnto them, as fea- 
ring not be made proude| 
with their excefliue prayfíes, || 
or apt to affume vnto her- 
(elfe any merit , of being fo, 
prayfed; the high knowled- 
ge indeed which she had of. 
Gods attributes and perfe- 
ctions , compared with her 
owne fraylties and nothing, 
being two fure srounds of 
folid humility in her. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 


Hoy S. Wenefride propheri- 
cally foretold in. order , the 
death of Theonia fef; 
next ber one; and lastly the 
holy end of Eletíus : How 
4 lj. after the death of Theo- 
nia, she was made Abbelfe 
by Eletius , and gowerned 
that Monastery in all [ancli- 
mony, till ber dying day. 


Lefled Elerius vifiting 
onatyme S.VVenefrid 
in her Monaftery , to con- 
ferre, as his cuftome was, of 


holy 
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holy things,tould her, {pea- 


king occafionally of the} 


happines to dye well, that 
he had often reioyced to 
thinke, that he should haue 
her neere him at his death, 
and afterwards to pray for 
him ..No Father ( faid she 
prophetically vnto him ) it 
will not fallout fo , Chrift 


hauing ordayned the con-| 


trary. 

For firft, you shall liue to 
bury holy Thema our deare 
Mother , and mealío fome 
few yeares after ; which 
done, you shall in short 


tyme 



























































































140 The Admirable life 
jtime end holily your dayes, | 
& palle ful! of merits heere 
\lgayned,to ioyes euerlafting.|. 
i| © AH which proued true,| | 
ifor very foone after Theonia| | 
| fellintoa daungerous fick- 
ines , and finding her felfe 
!ineere her end, to comfort 
|jtheReligious praying about 
| her; and bitterly lamenting 
her departure from them : 
Children ( {aid she ) teares: 
should not be shed for. fri- 
ends, or for our felues,vnles 
(ome euil had hapned tothe) — 
orvs;but in my cafe &yours 
thecontrary now appeareth 
for 















































Of S.Wenefride. — 141]| 
| for I shall by death, haften] | - 
|I hope, to my Heauealy|| 
| Ifpoufe calling me vnto-him;| | 
and you in my place shall} | 
haue -bleffed WVenefride, a} | 
much more holy Mother,| 
|by her good exaple & hea-|| 
uenly inftru&ions to guide|! 
you. Looke vpon her ther-}| 
fore as on a bright ftarre, &}j 
shining patterne of all ver-|| 
tue; tread the fteps, and goef} 
not out of thofe holy wayes|| 
wherein she will lead you, 
to Religious perfection.» || 
After which words, she] 
receaued the holy facramét} 
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i142 The Admirable life 
at Blefled Alerius his hands 
for her viaticum: towards 
heaucn,& breathed out her 
|pure , and holy foule, glo- 
irioufly by Angels accom-| 
panied thither. After whofe 
| ,exequies folemnly and de- 
juoutly performed, holy Ele. 
rius ordayned S.VVenefride 
Abbefle in her place, to go- 
uerne the Monaftery, which} 
she, in her humility , for a 
tyme refifted, till Obediéce 
to the Saint,and Charity to 
the fifters inftantly belee. 
ching her to vndertake the 
charge, preuayled with her., 








AN PED 3 52A TS 


| Of S. Venefride, 143 
|| No fooner was this Office] | 
thus impofed-on her, but! | 
| |sbe , like a Candle feton a|| 
| |candlefticke higher then be- || 
| fore, began to caft out morc|! 
brightly her cleere rayes of] 
Vertues, and to giue a new|| 
|lighr & life, asit were tothe] | 
whole Monaftery , by her|| 
| theauenly {peaches & exam. | | 
. |ples ; fo as her humility by 
| |the dignity of her Office, 
|wich her Patience, Charity, 
land other Vertues, though] | 
admirable before , feemed 
now to hate ben very much|| 
increafed in her. 
n CHAP] 
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CHAP. XIX. 


Of the high esteeme that S. E. 
| lerius bemfelfe , with other 
Religious , and fecular Per.| 
fons made of S.W enefride: 
And of the miracles which 
she wrought. in her Mona- 
fiery, by curing all forts of) 
diftreffed , or ficke people re-| 
payring uto ber . 


VVenefride had not li-| 
IS ued long Abbefle of the 
'|Monaftery, before the fame 
| [of her fanéticy & wifedome 
[came to be,thronghout that 




















whole 

















AN CORP Lal WENO 


— Of S. Wenefride. — 145 
| | whole prouince, fo vniuer- 
[fally diuulged, as Principall 
perfons both of the Clergy 
& Laity repayred frequent- 
ly vnto her,neuer departing 
without fingular edifica- 
tion, by her behauiour and 
fpeaches. Yea cuen theeues, 
& robbers themfelues, with 
other notorious Malefa- 
Cours, by her gracious al- 
pect and effe&uall exhorta- 
tions Made charitably vnto 
them, were from their euill 
wayes, oftentimes reclay- 
med. And now, not only, 
in private houfes , but in 
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(146 The Admirablelife 
Churches and pulpits alfo, 
were her vertues frequently’ 
recounted, and efpecially 
by S. Elerius , beft acquain- 
ted with chem , who yfed to 
ceil his owne difciples , and 
othets alfo, thac she was di- 
uinely fent by God, to ho- 
nour, and benefit the place 
| |& Coütry where she liued - 

and his words proued true; 
for no day pafsed almoft, 
wherein her diuine Spoufe, 
to shew her dearenes vnto 
thim, did not comfort, and 
cure in fudaine , and.mira- 
culous manner , 


auae rere a 

















Of S. Wenefride. 147 | 
fickly, and diftrefled per 
fons, by the help of her| 
prayers ; fo as her Monafte- 
ry wasnow become a com- 
mon refuge vnto them. But} | 
amongft other graces emi-|| 
nentin her , she was noted 
(to haue had a fingular ta.|| 
lent in difcouering tempta-| | 
jtions, and teaching withall|| 
due remedies therof, wher- | | 
iby notonly her fübie&s,but| | 
others alío , cuen Prelates| | 
jthefelues, & Religious per. 
os, were profitably affifted. 
| Inthe vfe of things for 
therfelfe, she was fo truly 
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poore,as not the leaft fuper- 
fluity was admitted by her; 


[yea want of needfull things, 


when at any tyme they hap- 
ned , were moft welcom vn- 
to ho) 

She fuggefted alfo no lef 
fon , more often to her fi- 
íters, chen that they should 


haue alwais theirRedeemers 


example before their eyes, 
to imitate thole Vertues , 
which he exercifed for thé, 
and to be carefull to hauea 
pure intention in what they 
did,only to pleafe him. 


Fortitude and Patience 
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she euer prayfed , and com- 
mended vnto them,as necd- 
full, and certaine remedies, 
victorioufly to ouercom al! 
temptations, wherein their 
merit more, then in not fec- 
ling of them, confilted; for 
that by this, and not by the 
other they should come to 
be crowned. | 
Prayer , she was wont to 
tell them, well made,did di- 


- late their foules to receane 


plentifull graces; and holy 
actions did fill them, when 
they were humbly and fer- 


uently performed. 
K 3 CHA P. 
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CHAPS RSS 
How S. Wenefride was fore- 
warned of ber death, UF pre- 
. pared ber[elfe for the fame ; 
And bow by acquainring S. 
Elerius and her filters there- 
with , she filled their barts 


full of heauines, and nr 
CLON a 


Wenefride as a full Po- 
S megranut of heauenly 
merits, & ripened tofall on 
the ground, that she might 
rife ina new {pring, more 
gloriouíly afterwards , was 
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in the feruour of her courte, 
& {peedy running. towards 
[the goale of religious Perfe- 
ction , warned by her deare 
Lord,thathe meant shortly 
to call her vnto him. 

Which moft welcome 
newes, as of a happinefse 
long before, and inftant! 
defired,rayfed the thoughts 
and affections of her foule 
to à more feruent vnion 
with her Creatour,in extati- 
call prayer for whole dayes 
and nights togeather,, in 
humble acts , and paincfull 
exercifes of her Charity to- 
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152 The Admirable life 
wards others; in fafting like- 
wife and other great autteri 
| ities, euen asthofe , who to 
makea longe iourney in a 
short tyme, do redouble & 
widen their paces. 

And that she might not 
leaue her beloved friends 
vnwarned of her departure 
on the fuddaine from them, 
she imparted firftto S$. Ele- 
rius himíclfe, the Call she 
had receaued from her Sa- 
uiour,and afterwards to her 
fifters ; whofe forrow there- 
at was little inferiour to the 
excefliue ioy , which her- 
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Íelfe, 
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Of S. Wenefride. 153 
‘\felfe’, by the comfortable 
‘thoughts of going to her 
Lord, continually receaued, 
and afwell by flowing teares| 
as dolefull {peaches they ex- 
prefled the fame vnto her. 
But she, as witha face then 
wholy turned fro the world 
towards heauen, intreated 
ithem to conforme their will 
to their Creatours pleafure 
therein, and not to doubt ,|. 
but that she should by her 
prayers in heauen, be more) 
profitable;then by her pre-|: 
fence heere on earth she, 
could be , vnto them. 
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à Country of ignorance, but]. 
of knowledge, cleerely re-| 
ucaled, whereby the Bleffed|. 
vnderftand their friends ne-} 
‘Iceffities heere on earth, and] | 
| being vnited to the foun- 
tayne of. Charity it. felfe, 
they will be no lcífe power- 
full, then ready to procure 
(peedy helps and remedies 
for them; which I do pro- 
mife to do for you,my belo: 
ued deare Children, after]: 
Chrift.shall take me. vnto 
him. 
And whereas ( faid she) 













































































I" Of S. Wenefride. 1551f 
|toother worldly foules vn- 
willing to dye, and fearefull|. 
|to behold the face of their 
{high ludge,whome they are 
guilty. in their liues, grie- 
uoufly to haue offended ,| 
Death commeth as acruell| 
jaylor to breake down their| 
mortery houfes, and todrag 
them forcibly vnto him: 
So, to holy Soules, be euer 
|cometh asa welcom gueft, 
and therefore findeth the 
dore of their hart open to 
receaue him ; like vnto men 
expecting the returne of| 
their Lord from his hea-| 
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| uenly wedding,and ready to 
igoe with him, as[ am now 
ifor that heauenly iourney ,| 
\with my gracious Lord , 


throughly ( I hope ) pre-| 
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(How S. Wenefride fickned, C7 | | 
| receaued the lat Sacraments) | 
and ebat exceeding comfort) | 
she tookein her death:VVith| | 
a pious Exhortation to ber]. 
Religious fisters. y 



















Lbeit the approach 

of death wasnotter-|i — 
rible, but moft delightfull)| 
to S.VVenefride, yet was her|| 
Gcknes the forerunner, and}| 
naturall caufe thereof , by] 
frequent conuulfions very|| 
painefull vnto her, which|| 
she]! 
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The Admirable life 
she with a glad patience , tol: 
goc to her heauenly Spoufe, 
filently fuftayned;oftenand 
earneftly befeeching him | 
not to let the infernall Ene-| 
my be frightfull vnto her in 
her laft agony. | 

And finding by her much] 
weaknes , & forces decayed,|. 
that her diffolution approa-| 
ched , she called for the] 
Saint her Confeffor, to re- 
ccaue the divine Sacrament 
of him , as à fafe protection 
in fo dreadfull a paflage . 
And behoulding her fitters 


kneeling round about her, 


——— 
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and grieuing aboue meafure] | 
ko doofe her prefence, no|| 
leffe comfortable then pro.|| 
Kirable vnto them; Deare|! 
‘Children (faid she ) grieue;! 
inotío, 1 befeech you, at my; | 
happinesthus approaching, | 
«but reioyce rather with me, | 
that I. shall fully now enioy!| 
[him in heauen , whome in| 
jeatth heere, I haue toued. 
Treade alfo, fo ncerely as 
jyou can, my footeíleps, by), 
\feruing him as Thaue donc, 
& contemning for his fake, 
fuch baites , and bafe plea-| 
fures as the world can af-| 
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i60 The Admirablelife 


toard you. Let your promi- 


fed fayth to him be inuiola- 


bly, obferued , who by his 
mercyes and merits is only 
able to bring you comfor- 
tably to this pafTage , and e- 
ternally to crowne you. Co- 
ceaue your bodies , chough 
youthfull and faire, to be 
(astruly they are)but loath- 
(ome prifons of your foule, 
and mortery houfes, apt, if 
you take not heed , to. pol- 
lute, & defile you : and per- 
fuade your felues affuredly, 
that fo miferable a world as 
this is , and full of tempta- 


tions, 






Of S. Wenefride, 161 
tions,can yield no true hap- 
pines or pleafures without 
daungers vnto you. 

To others allo that came 
to vifit her, she ceafed not 
at times as her voyce would 
ferue, to giue profitable ad- 
uifes, & aboue all,that chey 
should be ready, for that 
pafsage which .herfelfe chen | 
was entring into; and to 
fpend their liues in fuch 
fort ,as they might receaue 
comfort when that moment! | 
should approach, on which 
Eternall weale, or woe de- 


pendeth . 
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CHAP. XXII. 


‘OFS. Wenefrides happy death 


and defire to be buried neere 
Theonia ; Per Mother and 
Predeceffour ; which sas by| 
S: Elerius accordingly per- 
formed: of the miracles like- 
“ife wrought at S. Wene- 
frides Sepulcher ; aud ofS, 
_Elerius holy death. 


SS. VVenefvida à in eh | 

beginning of Noué- 
ber became by her ficknes 
very much exhaufted, fo did 
the ferour of her devotion, 
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| Of S. Wenefride. — 163| 
jin praying, and {peaking of} 

| |holy things, feeme conti-|| 
| [nually increafed , by repea-|| 
jung often. amongit other|| 
| |profitable Leffons giuen to! | 
. |her fifters this one , to vit ,|| 
that the cófort which pure | 
foules finde in their death, | 
did aboundantly , recom-|| 
pence all worldly pleafures| | 
and contentments whatfoe-| | 
ver for the feruice of Chrift| | 
by them forfaken. | 
And. calling her Father] | 
S. Elerius vnto her,after shel | 
had taken her laft leaue of | 
him , in a moft refpe&full| | 


L 2 Íweet| | 



































































































tweet manner , comfortin 


= and him alfo, bya 


certaine hope, they shey 
should meete againe ere 
longe, and liue in heauen e- 
ternally togeather ; she af- 
terwards humbly befought 
him, that her body might 
be buried neere vnto Theo- 
nia her holy Mother, which 
the Saint gladly promifed . 
And {oone after,in an act of 
feruent prayer, vpon the 3. 
day of November she brea- 
thed out her pure foule into 
her Redeemers hands, rea- 
dy to receaue it, 





W hich 




























| Which being perceaued 
| |by S. Elerius , and the fifters 
praying about her, they fall 
into :fuch new complaints, 
land fad expreflions of their 
forrow , that the Saint was 
enforced , to {mother his 
owne eriefe, and to comfort 
them all he could,by decla- 
ring,that she was only gone 
to Heauen before them , 
where glorioufly , vnited 
with God, she would be no 
lefle powerful & ready then 
when she liued in earth, by 
her prayers to help them. 
Her body nothing chan- 
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165 Tbe Admirable life 

ged in the louélines there- 
of by death, was heere vntó 
T heonza folemnly afterwards 
interred , euen in the ashes, 
as it were, of many other 
great Saints , buried in that 
place before, amogft whom 
Cheb and Sennan , the one ly- 
ing at her head, and theo- 
ther by her fide, were for 
fanctity & miracles in their} 
dayes famoufly renowned, 
and had Churches therfore 
(euen yet remayning in that] | 
Prouince to their memories 
erected; wherein by wonde- 
rous fignes their glory with 

God 
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|: {haue ben interred in’ that] 
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— [fame , for S. VVenefrides Se- 


[numberles , and notorious 
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God is now frequently te- 
{tified , 

And albeit thefe two, & 
other innumerable Saintes 


holy ground; yet was the 


pulcher afterwards efpecial. 
ly honoured, & graced with 


miracles , by her prayers 
thereobteyned. .- 

S. Elerius alfo, foone after 
holily difceafed , & was bu- 
ried in a Churchereéted to 
his Name and memory, in 
which at this very day AI. 
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(168 The Admrablelife — 

mighty God, through his 
merits and prayers worketh| | 
miraculous cures v pon per-- 
fons either difeafed, or di: 


ftteíled . 


The End of the firit Booke. 
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Ofthe Tranflatour , concerning 
divers particulars of S.W c- 
nefrids Hiflory , omitted by 
the Autbor. 


Y Author ( Courteous 

Y Reader ) more carefull 

to write plainely and 

truly his Hiftory, then 

to obferue the conditions of an 
exa& Hiftorian , fpeaketh not of 
[the ty me wherein S.Wencfride li 
ued,as he should haue done; nor 
when her body wasto Shrewsbury 
L5 traníla. 















































170 The Admirable life : 


tranflated; nor whether S. Elerius, 
or other Saints reliques mentio- 
ned in her life, were with it tranf- 
|ferred. Wherefore, I will heere 
adde what I haue read, for your 
further fatisfa&ion. | 

Firft therefore,I find in a lear- 
ned colle&ion whicha friend of 
myfé hath made of Britifh and 
Englifh Antiquities, eicher who. 
ly omitted , or obfcurely expref- 
[ed by other writers; that 5.Jeze- 
fride lied about the yeare of. 
Chrift 660. And wheras 5. Bede 
flourifhing alfo at that tyme hath 
made no mention of her atall in 
his; Hiftory , amongft the other 
Saints of our Countrey ; it might 
wellhappen, becaufe the conti- 
nuall iarrs, and bloudy quarrels 
between the Britans and Saxons, 


did 
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jour Lord 


|ques of many other Saintes neere 























Of S. Wenefride. — 171 
did fo hinder all commerce be- 
tweene thefe two Nations , as! 
that it feemes the A&s of one] 
Charch became almoft wholy 
vnknowne vnto the other, efpe-| 
cially in Yorkefhyre, where $.| 
Bede moft commonly lived far di-]: 
ftant from any part of Wales : fo]. 
as his filence of her, and of 5. Ele}. 
rius (in the Roman martyrologe| 
jacknowledged) asof many other]. 
Britifh Saintes glorioufly flouri-|: 
shing in thofe dayes , and before 
infinuatéd alfo by my Author, 
|difproueth nothing that is by 
|him, or any other learned. Anti | 
|quary affirmed. 

Her'bòdy was in the yee 
1138. tranflated to 
Shrewsbury togeather with the reli | 
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vnto herstormerly interred. And 
for proofe hereof, befides the te- 
ftimonies of Authors, about 36.| 
yeares fince,a Proteftant Gentle- |. 
man willing to pleafure a lear.|. 
ned friend of mine, whome hel: 
[knew to beCatholique,prefented | 
him with an arme , as he faid, ofi 
\S-Wenefride , faued by fome body || 
when her Shrine was defaced .| 
The whichhe finding not decent- 
ly kept, but put into a very old| 
leather bag full of Cobwebs (as 
himfelfe hath tould me Jtaking it | 
out; more decently to adorne it, 
found in a paper fixed thereon, 
fomewhat written in an old had, | 
fo as with much difficulty -he read| 
Jatlaft thefe words , Sancti Elerij ; 
whereby he vnderftood , that it 
was not thearme of $.Werefride,| 


but 
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| Of S. Wenefride. 173 | | UM 
! Ibut of S. E/erius, tranflated doubt- DUE 
‘Jefe with her, or foone after , tol! 
| |Sbrevosbury - , 
| Haning likewife conferred with| | 
| 
















- diuers learned men of Wales, nei-|| 
ther fuperftitious,nor ouercredu-|| 
jlous to belieue Fables, or vncer-1| 
tainties , they haue tould meof fo} | 
many places in fundry parts ofi 
Wales, northwards efpecially , fa- 
mous heeretofore, as pilgrimages|| 
|to Saintes bodies there interred,}} 
that I conceaue the old Brittish| 
Monkes and Hermits, in number}! 
and religious fanctity of life, not} 
to haue ben inferiour to thofe pri-}| 
mitiue Monkes of Egypt, Paleftine, 
Syria and other places, by S.Atha-|| 
nafius, S. Hierome, & other ancient 
Fathers famoufly renowned ; al-|| 
beit as liuing in more remote &|| 











ruder | | 









































































174 The Admirablelife | 
ruder parts of the world then the | 
others did , the hiftories of their! 
holy liues haue not been by lear- | 
ned mens pens equally diuulged. | 
In fo much, as M .Camden, no} 
fauourable reporter of fuch Ca: | 
tholique A&s and Monuments; || 
rarely now extant’, fpeaking of]! 
the old britith Monkes of Glasten: | 
bury Monaftery from the firft A: || 
poftolicall tymes of thar Church; 
hath thefe wordes , in his Britan- || 
f 


7 





uia : Primis his temporibus viri fau: 

ifsimi cc. In thefe firit tymes|! 
(to wit of the Britifh Church be. || 
fore the $4xo»s inuafion of Eneji 
gland , more then i100. yeares 
ince) many moft holy men night}| 
and day attending to the feruice|! 
of God,liued in this place, main. 

jtayned by the Kings liberality. f 


and 
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Jandtrayning yp youth in piety &| | 
liberal {ciences,imbraced a folita- 
| [ry life, that fo with greater guiet| | 
| [Gc repofe they mightattend to thel | 
||ftudies of Diuinity, and exerciíe 
| |themfelues in all feuerity,to beare; | 
the Chrift of Chrift &c-Of which! | 
fort of Monkes fo by him defcri.. | 
bed, were very many Religious] | 
men , difperfed in like manner 
though all parts of that Church, | 
liuing either in holy Communi-| | 
ties 4s Monkes , or els alone as 
Hermaites in folitary places; of] | 
which number were S .Beuno, $.| | 
Saturnus , S. Deifer, S. Elerius , 8. 
Cheb , and S. Sennan mentioned in|. 
this hfe.of S. VV enefrid. | 
And,as Godly men, fo Holy|| 
Virgins alfo , did liue in houfes | 
|religioufly togeather , like vnto} | 


thofe| } 
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thofe mentioned by S. Hzerome» 














who liued at Bethleem; vnder S: 
Paula,and Eustochium her Daugh-| | 
ter: & fuch was the houfe wher-| | 
in 5. Wenefride liued, firft at Figbon| | 
the place of her martyrdome,and| | 
afterwards at Guitherin ( called in 
Latin Witheriacum by my Author)| 
where fhe dyed happily, and was} | 
honoured 600.yeares together for 
a Saint, vntill herfollemne tran- 
flation, as is aforefaid, to Shrewf f 
bury ; where alfo the hath byn by 
God glorified with many miracles 
euen vntill our dayes, as fhe had 
byn before both at Fizbez , and 
Guitherin , the places aboue men- 
tioned . ` | 


THE 





| noone sc eto. c dac: d. 
1 oe NOME lead 
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|THE SECOND BOOKE, 
|| conteyningthe miracles wrought 
at $. Wencfrides Well; asalto 
vpon her Tranílation 
to Shrewsbury . 


CHAP. I. 


JOf the great concourfe of people 

| fober Well, graced by mi- 
races ,#0 le[fe then before, 
after ber departure from 
that place. 


E fere ro pem Lmighty God ceafed 


not * wonderfull 


| 


mira- 
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J| miracles to grace the holy} 
\|place of S. V enefrids mar-| 
\Ityrdome, after he had in- 

| [pired her (as hath benfaid)] 
| before. her death wholy to 


\juout people, perchance , in 
|lother parts of the Country] 
|(might comerte know the e- 
| iminent fanctity of her life; 


| Iplar life , she was-ordeyned 












































abandone it; totheend de- 


and herfelfe perfect the gra- 
ces of her foule, by liuing| 
humbly , and obediently 24 
mongft ftrangers, as she did 
for many yeares , vatill by 
iher fingular merits & cxem- 


againft] 


q 1321.5 Ld 24 IESU NEL my 
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| | Of S. Wenefride. + 79)| 
- [againit her will,to be a holy 
|! |Miftrefle and gratefull Go- 
uernefle of many Virgins. 
We may alfo conceaue , 
that this humble Virgin , 
(who was wont to blush, 
yea and shed teares, when 
{she heard herfelfe prayfed ) 
defired, & obteyned of her 
beauculy Spoufe,to goc out 
of the way ,as it were , and 
abfene herfelfe from that 
place, where she could not 
Ichoofe but be feene, and ho- 
noured by multitudes of|| 
people , daily vifitting her 
VVell , as che miraculous 
| M 2 Tro- 


























180 The Admirable life 
Trophy of her martyrdome 
there {ufteyned ; wondring 
firít, to fee fuch afource of 
pure water breaking out o 
the ground vpon which her 
head firft fell ; next, to be- 
hould the ftones therein; as 
with drops of her bloud 
ftrangly ítayned;or died ra: 
ther;and laftly to fmell the] 
greene mofle growing a- 
bout the Fyell, witha muf- 
ky {weet odour more then 
naturally perfumed. 

It was( | fay )a pleafure 
no doubt, and much by the} 
holy Virgin defired, to line 
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l Of S. Wenefride, 181 
lout of che noife of her owne 
|prayfes there daily refoun- 
i|ded ;efpecially when to the 
| wonders of the place it felfe, 
other miraculous Cures be- 


[gan to be wrought vpon lea-| 


{prous, blind, andall kind of 
|difeafed perfons , either by 
drinking of the water, or 


which fome few, in the 
Chapters following shalbe 
by me declared . 


CHAP. 
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bathing themfelues in it: of 
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CHAP, H. 

Of a blind maid réftored ro ber| 
fight, by Washing ber bead ini 
S. Weneftids Well, and) 
praying in ber Chappell. — V 











Poore Carpentet| 
dwelling not far from 
o, V Venefrides VVell , had a 
Daughter borne blind, who} 
hauing hard of the wonder- 
full cures wrought there, by) 
the interceflion and merits 
of that holy Virgin , ceafed| 
not to importune her Fa. 


ther daily, that she migh, 
be 
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: Of S. Wenefride. 183 
| |be ledd to that miraculous]! 
|ZFell; and-hauing finally| 
| lobteyned the fame, she firft 
| Ibathed her head in the wa- 
leer thereof, and then be- 
[ing conducted to the Chap- 
.|pelE neere vnto it , she fpent 
the whole night deuoütely| 
in prayer , that God would 
be pleafed through the me- 
rits and interceffion of the 
Saint, chere martyred for 
his fake,to beftow vpon her 
corporali fight, the better 
to ferue him afterwards: &] 
falling into a lumber, co-| 
wards the morning in a cot-| 
M 4 ner 
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[ner of che Chappell, she was 
no fooner awaked, but she| 
found herlelfe to fee-per-| 
fectly ; which being percea-| 

{ued by. her Father, he ceas! 
fed not, togeather with, his 
Daughter , ioyfully to pro- 
clayme that miraculous. fa-| 
uourby S.VVenefrids power- 
full prayers, euidently ob- 
iteyned. 

The fame of this mira- 
cle generally diuulged,bred} 
afresh deuotion in others, 
to repayre in like manner 
to that place, for obteyning 
help , and comfort in their 
Sai EUREN. adesse 
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Icorporall and fpirituall di- 
| ftreffes ;and they were not 
| |fruftrated of their hopes, 
faythfully , and deuoutely 





{former great Fame of the 
place, became more vniuer- 
fally and glorioufly diuul-| 
ged, to the honour of him, 
by whofe omnipotency and 
gracious goodnes thefe mi- 
raculous cures were multi- 
plied , delightfully glori. 
fied in the honours done to 
his Saintes , and in their 
glories eternally exalted. 


M 5 CHAP: 
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"fo conceaued : whereby the} | 
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186 The Admirable k; 
CHAP. HI, 


How a Theefe was. pünishedi 

| for purfwng oe that fied) 

X into S. Wenefrids Church :| 
And hove the [ame man, bum. 
bled for bts fault , as mira- 
culoufly Janed from death, 


T happéned that a mef- 

fenger ferit by a Chiefe 
Lord of that County ; to 
watte his Neighbours of 
fome danget approaching 
frothe Saxons their Borde- 
rers, and alwayes common- 
ly in enmity with them; 
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aF S. Wewfride.— v7 
was Way-layd by Theeues , || 
and putfued towards S. Fe-|| 






himfelfe vp to thé Aultar, 
iWhere the Theeues , not 
{daring to purfue him faf- 
ther, left him , but tooke| 
away his horfe. : 
The meflenger áfter their| 
departure , returning to. 
wards the dote, and fih- 
ding his hotfe gone, entréed 
jagaine very doleftilly into 
the Church, and proftrate 
. before 

























































































188 The Admirablelife 


before the Aultar , vetered{ 
his coplaintes to the Saint 

of the iniury,and loffe ther-| 
|by fuftained, befeeching her| 
{to punish ,asthey deferued 

the wrongfull Authors. of| 
that and other mifchiefes, 
to the great harme of ho- 
neft people finfully . com- 
mitted, and by fome exem- 
plar reuenge taken vpon 
them,to warne, and deterre 
others , from violating in 
like manner, the fafety of 
her Chappel, and renerence 
due vnto it; and fo departed 
onwards in his iourney, not 


fru- 
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| OF S. Wenefride. 189 
| Ifruftrate afterward of what 
he had prayed for. 

|| For Almighty God , in 
honour of S. VVenefrid and 
her Chappell, forthwith af. 
flicted the Theefe that had 
vnloofed, and taken away 
ithe horfe , with fuch a ra- 
(ging extremity of payne, |! 
| Ib dabheat hicwhole by 
| |that he often defired to be! 
| [freed by death from fo in-i] 
|tollerable a torment, daily 
| [increafing on him, till the} 
{humours which caufed the 
famc,felinto his right arme, 
making it firft co {well, and 


after- || 
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190 The Admirable life ~ 
| afterwards to rotin a moft]. 
horrible, and loathefome 
manner , vntill at lenge! 
| humbled by affliction, and 
hopeles of all eafe otherwife] 
he came ina very penitent} 
manner,to the Saints chap, 
pell, confeffing his fault, & 
demaunding her. pardon, 
with many. teares, for fof 
great a wrong and infolen.| 
icy committed there by him.| 
Vpon this his humilia-| 
ition he became eafed by de-| 
lgrees,and by little and little} 
icured of his paineful vlIcer;| | 
prayfing God, and the holy; | 


| artyr| | 





De Ra ee ANS ES ee a ae 


| Of S. Wenefride. 191 

Martyr for their mercyes| 
(towards him, & remayning 
ever afterwards whilft he 
lined , a dreadfull ezam- 
ple, to warne others, from 
violating, as he had done, 






















Saint, who had shewed her- 
felfe fo powerfull a Patro- 


neffe 
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neffe of her Chappell, and 
Defendreffe of fuch, as 
| for their fafety , and prote- 

ction from iniurics ,repay-| 
red vnto it. 
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CHAP. IY. 


‘|How certaine Theetes who bad 
ftolne a Cow neere to S.We- 
nefrids Chappell,and drisen 
her through Rocky wwayes , 
Were norwithfanding tra-\ 
ced by ber footesteps in the) 
bard ftones miraculou[ly im- 
printed, and fo enforced to 
leaue ber to the Owners pur- 


Jung them, 





er Se 











Nother Miracle, no 

Y lefse wonderfull chen 
the former hapned in this 
manner. Certaine Theeues 


N hauing 
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194 The Admirablelife 
hauing ftolnea Cow, outl 
ofa paiture neereto S.7Ve-| 
nefrids Chappell, & driuen| 
her thiough Rocky high 
wayes , that they might not]. 
by her footing be traced , it} 
fellout far otherwife:for the 
Cow trod not one fteppe, 
but as if she had gone in 
durty deepe wayes, wherby| 
her footing, and the theues| 
alfo chemíelues, fo plainely| 
appeared, that the owner &| | 
his Neighbours , che next! 
morning miffing the beaft,| 
did. very eafily. fee which} | 
way-she was driven. : 


W here- 
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Whereupon they  foi4| 
| llewing the tracke with all|| 
` fpeed , came fo neere to o.|| 
| pertake the "T heeues, that! | 
~ |they were conftreyned in|| 
great feare to fly away „and! | 
leaue the Cow behind them|! 
to their purfuers. VVho at! | 
better leafure afterwardes|| 
confidering how the Cowes| | 
fect had miraculoufly made] | 
prints in the hard ftones as} | 
|she was driuen away , but] | 
not as she returned, percea. | | 
ued it to bean euident mi-| | 
tacle, and for fuch, to the] | 
|honour of S. VVenefride, by 


———— —ÀÀÀ 
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whofe prayers it hapned , 
they  diuulged ‘the fame, 
through out the whole 
Countrey; &the infinite nü- 
bers of people flocking thi- 
ther to fee the {aid printes in 
the {tones fo ftraügly made 
by the Cowes fect,increafed 
che fame thereof. 

Now the theeues them- 
felues , fearing for their 
theft committed fo neere 
vnto. the Saintes Chap- 


pell, to be punished by her, 


las the other had bene be- 


fore, for ftealing the horfe 


mentioned in the former! 


——— 





Ch apter 
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Chapter ,came came of théfelues 
before the Virgin Martyrs! 
Aultar, and confefsed peni- 
tently ileit faultin the pre- 
fence of many peop'e, with 
promife to commit the like, 
no more,in honour of the; 
Blefsed Saint, who had in (o 
ftrang a manner, difcouered| 
in hard ftones, and flints, 
the tracke of thei — 
and of the Cowes footings. 
Which fa& of theirs being 
thus difcoucred , & volun- 
tarily confefsed, proued a. 
generall warning to many 
other bad men of that tas 


N 3 
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king-trade, to abftayne like- 
wife from theft , efpecially 
outof any pláce , neere to 
the Saintes Chappels. 
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SSE 


CHAP. Y. 


Of daily Cures done ypon ficke 
children throwne into the 
ftreame of S. V Venefrids 
VV ell; and of others alfo cu- 

| Ved miraculoufly of agues 07 
boat feauers , by drinking of 
the fame water . 


 N procefse of tyme, this 
| T Fountayne , the, 
Trophy, and triumphant 
figne of S.VVenefrids Mar- 
tyrdome,became fo famoul. 
ly renowned, fer miracu- 
lous cures done by the ya. 
wurde Mort ^07 A e 


N 4 ters 
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ters thereof, that Mothers 
were vfually wont to throw 
their young children. fic- 
keof any difeafe, into the 
ftreame running from the 
fame, who became prefently 
cured, by the touch of thofe 
waters. 

Such alfoas had Agues, 
or hoat burning Feauers in 
any part of the Country, 
were wont foracertaine and 
prefent remedie cherof, ei- 


— a tt E EIE 
|200 The Admirable life 












ther to diincke a draught! 
of that pure fountaine-wa-| | 


ter ,orifthey had it notat 
pete putin fomeone of} | 


the] | 
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| ithe blouddy ftones, taken! 
: 





out of the VVell , into a 
draughtof any other water, || 
and dbutanic thereby 
- fently cured. In like maner " 
- fuch:as had any {welling or; 
| foare about them, were accu-|. 
ftomed to bath the part af- 
fected, with the faid water, 
and-cfouad prefent remedy | 
thereby. 

The fitt vfe of which 
remedies , for all forts of) 
fores and ete Re is faid to! 
haue ben taught by the ho- 
ly VirgineMartyr heríelfe, 
who vifibly after her death 
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appearing to many who in]. 
dangerous ficknefse deuou- 
tely called vpon her, willed 
them to apply the water & 
ftones of her well in maner 
aforcíaid , for their perfe&, 
and {peedy recouery : Al- 
mighty God cotinuing ftill, 
to grace this glorious Mo. 
numentof his deare fpoufes 
death, by affoarding helpe 
thereby to fuch , as either 
deuoutely repaire vnto it,or 
faithfully feeke remedies 
fro it; according to S. Beuno 
his holy prediction, whé be- 
fore his departure frothofe 
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|partshe fate vpon a ftone 
| with S. WWenefride herfelfe , 
‘Ineere to the Wels fide, T 

Iforetould the miraculous] 
| cures which should throgh 
“Iher merits and prayers be at 
‘ithe fame, afterwards per-, 
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-CHAP. VI. 


Hoyo diuers thefts from places 
neere conto the Well, were 
by S. Wenefride. miracu- 
loufly punished ; and bow 
the Authors became ywarned 
and penitent for the fame. 


H e ftreames of wa- 

ter breaketh out ofl. 
Saint VVenefrides VVell, in 
{uch abundance togeather, 
as within one vied fpace 
it driueth a mill, neuer ftan- 
ding ftill for want of water 
euen in thegreateft drought 


of 
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Eo O OPENS CRN 
lof fummer, nor is cuer hin- 


KREN 


dred from grinding, by any} | 
freezing of the ftreame , by 
which it is driven in win- 
fen ocubs 

This Mill , by certaine 
thecues, was vpon a tyme 
robbed in the night,and the 
Irons thereof were carried 
away to be put into another 
mill built not far fro thence 


by thofe that ftole them: 


but through the merits of 


S.VVenefride a ftrange cuent 
hapned heer about for the 
Mill into which thefe Irons 
were put, could ncuer be 


itt I e LI m 
made 
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made to turne,or grind any 
thing therewith : fo as thel 
jftealers thereof mooued atl! 
length by the miracle morel! 
thé once experiéced, broght)| 
them back againe, and con-|/ 
fefled their fault penitently 
in the Saintes Chappell ;}) 
warning others thereby not] 
to commit the like theft in| 
placesneere vato it for feare|! 
of beeing, by her prayers, 
punished for it. 

By this Miracle fo ditíul-|] 
ged, many people alfo were] | 
|moued the more to glorify] | 
God, in thofe wonderous 





chingsl | 
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| things which he did , to te-|! 
| |ftifie, che great merits of! 
| this holy Virgin S. VV ene-\| 


[fride , ioyfully relating to} 
| one another, how S. Bennos! 
| prediction of the innume- 


——— — 


rable Cures which should! 


be done by. thofe miracu- 
lous waters,and by the Vir- 
.|ginsowne prayers, began to 
E now fulfilled T hii as) 
humbly proftrate on her 
knees before her departure 
fro that place,she befought 
her heavenly fpoufe, corpo- 
rally to blefle, and f, piritual- 


ly to fanctifie thole who in 
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| |bonour of him,and his gra- 
| ces in herfelfe, should in fu 
ture tymes vifit that Foun- 
| (tayne. 

|| Andas wonderfull , yea 
| almoft daily, miracles gra-|. 
| ced this place thus blefled| 
{by her; fo was her Sepulcher| 
| after her death , for the like] | 
| Cures wrought thereat , e-|! 
| qually illuftrious & renow-| 
| [ned by the multitudes” of} 
| blind, deafe, lazar, & difea-| 
| {fed people , who by kiffing} 
| and touching the earth a-|] 
| |bout it, were miraculoully|/ 
cured . | 





















CHAP. VII. 


-— 0 a S S te 


holy Monke in Chefler ,o 
the fame Order. 


daily wrought at S. 


King VV illam the Conqueror , 
at whattime a chiefe Earle 


-E 
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ur Wut Henne Mofc uito TA 


‘OF the firft occafion of "Tran(la-| | 
ting S. Wenefrids reliques| | 
to the Mona(lery of Benedi-| | 
ctd Monkes i Shrewsbury, | | 
happened upon a vifion to al 


He miraculous cures, | 


VV enefrids Vll, and at thel | 
place of her Sepulcher alfo,| | 


continued vntill the raigne | 
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210 The Admirablelife ~ 
of his Court, called Roger J 
through his great piety and 
zcalc to mantayne Gods fere 
uants, builtin Shrewsbury a 
fumptuous faire Monafte. 
ry , and endowed the fame 
with fufficient rcuenewes,to|. 
his owne great prayfe , and] | 
the benefit. of that Citty f| 
which Monaftery being en-| | 
ded, & Religious men with | 
their Superiour placed ther- | 
| [in , they began, pionfly to|| 
complayne that they wated| | 
reliques in their, Church,|/ 
Whereas. that Country. of 
VV ales in innumerable pla- 

Ces} i 
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Of S. Wenefride. 211 
ces was ftored aboundantly 
with them , by reafon of fo 
many great Saintes, men & 
women, whoformerly had 
flourished in great fanctity 
of life, and miraculous te- 
ftifications therof, through- 
out that whole Kingdome. 
Whereupon to haue their, 
Chürch hallowed , & their Im. 
new. Monattery guarded, I v, 
jwith fuch facred piedges, TA 
munificerly placed, & duly T 
honoured by the, they bega 
to inquire afterfome {pe- 
{ciall Saint , whofe Reliques 
might happily be gotten for 
can G2. sthat 
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| [that purpofe by them; du- 
jjring which deliberation of 
{theirs , a Monke of this 
hdi Monaltery , fell very 
| Ificke , in body, and fo di- 
‘jftracted in mind withall , 
that notonly his Brethren 
there , but in Chester and o- 


ther places alfo , hearing of| | 


his pittifull cafe, ceafed not 
to pray moft hartily for 
him. 

Andas in Chester- Abbey , 


ithe Subprior of that Mona- : 


{tery , a godly man, called 


Radulphus , had one day en-} 


ded his prayer for that end, 
ES DT 
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he| | 








| 
| 
| 
| 
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| he feli into an vnufuall kind 
| Jof fleepe, to whome a wo- 

| [man,the meane while, in aj 
| {very glorious habit appea- 





red, and faid : If you defirej 
the ficke Monks health etj | 
[ome one of you goe , & fay 
a Malle in the Chappell 
neere S. VVenefrids VVell for | 

- him , and he shall prefently 
recouer;& fo she vanished. 
The Monch heerewith’ 

|| 

















awaked, durft not for fome 





tyme impart this vifton vo- | 

to any, as fearing little erën i | 

dit would be giuen vito! 
| 


1 


it, vntill at. length, the 
O 5 ficken 








| 






















































































ificknes and great diftemper 
of hrs deare Brother lamen: 
tably fill inereafing, chari- 
| tabiy moued him to fpeake 
thereof vato his brethren, 
|| who prefently belieued che 
fame,;and that it was 9, Ve 
"efride herfelfe who had ap- 
peared vnto him. Wherfore 
fending forchwith two of| | 
(their Company to the for:] | 
Rum Chappell, to fay Maffe| 
accordinely.the ficke Moke 
at that very inftant, being 
then in Shrewsbury, recoue-| 
red his health | 

Who foohe aftet this his 
| mira-| 
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[miraculous recouery, came 
-|imfelfe in perfon, vnto che 
(aid Chappell and Well, as 
he greatly defiréd , to giue 
| [God thbankes for the fame; 
| jand after hauing bathed 
|himfelfe in the water, and 
alfo druncke therof, he ioy-|| 
fully returned home. to 
| [Sórewshbury perfectly cured: 
neuer cealitig afterwards to 
be thankefull to God , and 
the Bleffed Martyr, for that 
gracions fauour , by her 
prayers chiefly obteyned. 
And not only he, bur the 
reft of his Brethren like- 
| O wife 
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wife began to be fingularly]. 

deuoted vnto her , and la-|. 
boured by all sb pofíi-|. 
ble to get fome: particle of]. 
her Virginall facred Body | 


vnto them. 
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CHAP. VIICG- ll 


'Of the earneft defire which tbe) 
| Abbot (7 Monkes of Shrewf-|' 
|| bury had to get the body of, 
| S. VVenefride nto them: 


Of S. Wenefride. i| 





And boy» finally after many) 
Peares, Q9. very great diffi- 
culties, they obteyned the 








He Abbot & Monks: 
of Shrewsbury, for ma- 
ny yeares perfifting in their, 
holy defires, of getting 5.|| 
VV enefrides body, obteyned 
at length in the peacefull 
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reigne of King Henry the 
firít a Grant cherof, büt by 
reafon of wars , and many} 
| [rumults happening in that 
Countrey after this Kings 
death,it was not effected vn-| 
{till the fecod yeare of King} 
Stephens reigne, when as the} 
holy Abbot Herbert in acon-| | 
fultation of his Monkes, or- 
\deyned Robert his Prior , to- 
geather with one Richard, 
achiefe Monke of the fame 
Monaftery,to go into Vales) 

about it. ! | 
Before whofe going , the 
(aid Robert , more folicitous| 
then 
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|then others in the bafineffe, 
|directed diuers letters vnto: 
friends in ZZales,beft likely 
|thereia to affift him , who’ 
|promifed gladly their help, 
||& wished bim to haften his 
\cOming amogft thé, ma] 





ee 
aa 


|fore beginning his iourne 
the fir ft vifitted the Bishop} | 
of Bangor , in his way, and 
Iwas by him directed to a 
Principall Lord who i 
jin that Country , & by him 
him very courteoufly um 


DEP SOUTER E DII. gran "= A T VIR XS 
m Am pi 2 = $ : a E " =< 
Pep ae ON Ln 7 - e ^ è * 
2 8 ins SL 2 OS À Mag PC. "Eoi uU y ALD ME 


ccaued. 
As foone as the Noble 
pn had vnderítood the 


caufe 
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caufe of his coming : Reue- 






red Father ( faid he) ] doubt]. 


not,but tbat God, and the 
Bleffed Martyr hath fent 
you to tranflate her holy 


body, to your Monaftery,| 


where it will be mnch more 
honoured then heere in this 


Countrey itis. V Vherfore l|. 
will notonly yield you my] 
confent therennto, buc will] 


fend alfo my feruants there- 
in to affift you. And finfull 


man ,as ] am, did not my 


prefent, and very important] | 


bufineffes ; hinder me , I 


would prefume to goc with} 
you} | 
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||you in perlon, and with my 
|vnworthy handes, deliuer| | 
| |thofe facred Reliques , and | 
[Pledge of Sanctity , vato} | 
.|you. 
| VVith which gracious 
lanfwere they departed to- 
[wards the Saints Sepulcher, 
being feauen in number, to 
|wit , the two Priours of 
|Sbreyesbury & Chefter, Richard 
the Monke , with a godly} 
Prieft borne in that Coun. 
try, and three attendants; 
who going onwards in their 
journey, not far from Gwi- 
tberine they met with a man 


that 
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[that tould them, how the| 
[Inhabitants cherabour, ha-| 
jaing heard of their com-| 
|minge ; were exceedingly| 
{troubled thereat, and abío-] 
lutely refolued. to hinder} 
[them in their pretence, and|| 
not to  fuffer the chiefe 
Saint, & Patronefle of their 
|Countrey , by ftrangers to 
| |be carried away from them. || 
And (faid he ) from this|| 
their refolution generally 
taken , no fauour or power|| 
of any man liuing , will bej! 
ableto draw them. | 

'F hefe words being plai- 


nely 
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8 Of $. Wenefride. 223 | 
| nely and fincerely vttered , || 
[very much troubled Prior (T 
[Robert and hiscompanions| — (CM 
all that night; but yet pray- | 
Jingall togeather, and hum-|} 
bly crauing Gods direction | 
& afliftace in their intéded | 
i:bufines , they neuertheleffe|| 
E us used » to profecute| 
(their lourncy , & comming] | 
{the next day neere to the | I 
place , Prior Rolerz thought | | 
good to remaine himfelfe | 
in a Farmers houfe , pri. 
juatly lodged that night,and 
to fend the Prior of Chefler | 
and the other Prieft to Gui- 


therine 
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[224 The Admirablelife 
‘|therine before him , as men 
well borne, and knowne in 
that Country . 1 
“After they were gone] 
|Prior Robert , rifing as his} 
cuftome was by night to fay] 
his mattins, was certified by) | 
one of his company, a good} 
devout man,thata glorious] | 
Virgin had ge ei that] | 
night to him, bidding him 
goe to his Prior, & tell him]. 
from her,that he should be} | 
of good comfort,becaufe he} | 
should ioyfully and profpe-| 
roufly , cffe&t the bufines|. 
which he came for, by thej 


help 
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help of her, whofe honour 
‘the hath fo particularly 
| fought; and haning accep- 
| [ted of his holy intention, 
| [will 1oyne alfo with him , in| 
the performance therof, 
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CHAP. X.. 


How Prior EN sing) 
had a~vifion, whereby be Ya 
 der|lood , that be should oi]. 

teyne the body of S. Wene 
fride , and carry it conto| 
Shrewsbury swith bim. 


He Prior much com-|. 
| forted with the rcla- 
| tion of the vifion which his]! 
| | (cruant, as before had made 
||ivinto bim, began to flumber]| 
latter his. Mattins ended , &]| 


































| Of. S. Wenefride. — 2» 7i( 
|Monaltery , called Godfrey, 
who fome yeares before in a 
good old age, and great fan- 
ctity of life was happily dif- 
[ceated, v ttering thele words 
comfortably vnto him.Bro- 
ther Rovere, feare not of fay- 
ling in your intent , but be 
lof good cheere, for we shal 
Jouercome fuch as shall op- i, 
[pole vs therein, by Gods | 
]helpe , and obteyne what! ll 
jhath ben by ys, for many 
|yeares cogeather fo earneft- 
ly defired. | 

W hich faid, he vanished 
Iprefeatly away ,leauing the 


P» 





"Prior 


———— | 
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other Prior purpofely fent,) 
ito haílen them forwards &| 
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Prior full of good hope, to]. 
obteyne that, which his}, 
{peach imported; fo asin the} 
morning , he comfortably]; 
declared tothofe who were]. 
with him the vifion.be had] 
alfo receaued , and willed)} 
them therefore co; prepare] 
prefently for their journey. | 
But before they were ready; 
a meílenger came from the}, 
















to certifie chem withall that | 
Almighty. God , and the} 
Saint herlelfe had difpofed} 
all things , fo profperoully, | 


for} 
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for them, that they should 
not returne without obtey- 
ning what they defired: 

| This ioyfull meflage re- 
|ceaued , they went on, and 
making what fpeede they 
Icould , they came early s 
the morning to the Church 
where’ 8. VVenefrides body 
was certainely interred, and 
fhauing for a while at her 
jshrine deuoutely prayed, 
Ithe chiefe Prieft of che Pa- 
lrish came in,and cou:teouf- 
lly faluted them, as they did 
him likewife in a very hum-| 
ble manner , carneftly in-| 


| 
Et 








































































230 Tbe Admirable life | 
treacing him witball, to be 

tbeir charitable helper, in 
l carrying away the Saintes| 
body with them, toa place|. 
|where.it shoul i be: more| 
‘magnificently interred then| 
there itwas, and daily hoe|) 
noured, by multitudes off) 
people, defirous:to haue fol 
facred aT reafure repofed a-l 
mongft them. | 
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CHAP. X 


Hoy», the Parish Priest cour-| 
teoufly condefcended to their! | 
defire , as bauing byn before| 
hand diumely prepared, to 
deluer the body of S. Wene-| 
fride costo them. 


"HE He good .Prieft pa- 
rtig hard Bg ia 
gueit,and courteoufly tould! 
them, that he for his part, 
would eafily grannet what} 
they defired of him, as ha- 
uing had for fometyme be- 
fore, the will of God, and of 
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jntimated vnto him, asnow 
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| * 


the (acred Varaire 
| P 





(faid he)! shall briefly tell} 
you. : | 
On- Eafter\Eue laft ;..1 
|watching all night in: this 
place, had a vifion- which| 
exceedingly affrighted me; 
for a beautifull young man 
appeared vnto me, fcarfely 
then a fleepe , and fully wa- 
kening me; bad me rife. Fo 
whome I anfwered , that it 
Was not as yet tyme to be- 
gin martins , and {o he left 
me. But returning the fe- 
cond time when I wasmuch|. 
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[more then before foundly a- | 
'Ifleepe, hebad me rife as he 
lhad done before. ix me 
| pon beeing very heauy, ] 
jtould him, that I would titel 
j indue tyme, and couering 
my head: with my cloake, | 


| 
|recurned to fleepe agayne. | 





— MÓ 








| Bat he, returning the 
third tyme vnto me, pulled 
jaway my cloake with great 
force, willing meto follow, 
him quickly, as ! did, being 
very much affriphted: and, 
comming to the Virgins 
Shrine , he pointed with his 
fingar towards it, and faid: 




















































-The ddmrable fe 
Note this piace well, & my 


words ali alfo, whereby | do} 
command thecstbat if {omel 
imoneths hence any perfons 
| 


come tagpe this Sepulcher, 


|S to.carry away she Saintes 
body with, them , hinder 
them notin their holy de- 
ignc, bus afit them in all 
thou. mailt, leaft by dooing 
Sein to. what | heere di- 
winely foretell thee, fome 
paineful & Vorne pats 
ficknes , to punish thy difoe 
bedience , do happen vnto 
Aad hauing vtte.| 
red re words, this Angel, |. 
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jas tthinke he was,vanished}| 
away.So as I wil not faile fori 
my part,to help you in your 
purpofe, by perfuading o- 
thers alfo , who are owners! 
of this village, to yield wil- 

ingly the Saints body: and 
for this purpofe I haue or-|| 
deined them to come them. | 
felues hither vnto you. | 
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CHAP. XL 





The Priours [peach onto the 
people afsebled tn the Church; 
about obteyning their -leane 
to carry away S. Wene-|. 
frids Body; andhow their 
confent Xas finally obteyned. | 








He Priour feeing dia 
people in great E 





pers aflembled, by an Inter- 
preter tould them, that he | 
and his Companions were 
come, diuinely warranted, 
-||to procure of them S. pre- 

nefrids body , that in their 
| Citty 
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Citty,and Monaftery much 
denoted vnto her, it might 
more ché it could be there, 
honoured and refpected; & 
the Blefled Virgin Martyr 
herfelfe (faid hejas your Pa- 
ftour heere partly knoweth) 


{hath by many vifions ma- 


nifclted her willingnes here- 
unto, and will not be plea. 
(ed with fuch as shall dare 


: heerein. torefift her. To 


which {peach of his, they 
gently harkened , and be- 
came inclined thereby to 
eraunt what he requefted : 
one only amongít them op- 
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people towards them 


[poled himfelfe , and clamo- 
roufly tould chemin pré- 
fence of che reft, that they 
| should. &euer-be deprived, 
||by his will, of fo facred a 
Treafure "as was the body 
ofthat Saint, who had lined 
holily, and dyed happily in 
f that place , leauing her reli- 

|[ques. to be honoured by 

them, no ieffe then die) 
[Bad bed by their Anceftors 
jbefore them, "Allmighty 
{God hauing from tyme to 
tyme, by mitacles , appro:| 

wed the pious devotion: of 
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| OFS wes i 
|| This patfonate boldnes 

fof the main much troubled) 
| [the Prior ,fo asto ftop his, 
mouth’, and gayne his con- 
| fent, hecàauíéd one ‘of his, 


copany to: giue him money | 
very largely, by which he 
was foalrered,as that others! 
tot knowing the reafon off 
* change ( carcfully from | 
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them coticealed ) wondered| 
ithereat; and imputing the, 
(fame to fome miraculous 
[operation wrought by God 
jand othe Saint , began ‘tol 
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240 The Admirablelife | 
then before, and finally a£ | 
ter many confultations paf-| | 
fed among themíelues, at] | 
laft they all fully agreed, &| | 
confented thar the. Saintes| | 
body should be. prefently| | 
taken vp, and deliuered de-| | 
cently vnto them. 

For. which refolution the] | 

Priorand his companions|| 
very hartily & courteoufly|} 
gaue them thankes,& with-|| 
Joutany delay defired to en- 
Jeer the holy ie ; wherin the|| 
Saintes Shrine. had ben for) 
many ages, denoutely vific-| 
ted by holy Pilgrims, and]! 
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ha Mer net PR UE 
many wonderfull cures v- 


pon difea(cd | perfons | fre- 


| fey performed. 


Neither did they find| 
her body there end but 


| many holy bodies Wi of 





men and women alío were 
found lying by it; hauing| 
without the place eb their! | 
buriall, à woodden lardge 


|porch, mliersio the people, 


vied to kncele and pray ; 
efteemed alfo facred of ir 
felfe for this continual! mì- 


|racle, that if any beaft came 


to feed of the grafle neere 
vnto it, it nto it, it prefently dyed; & dyed;& 


iot O mal men 
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242 The Admirablelife | 
B men themfelues exemplarly| 
AUN punished), if at any tyme| | 
«I they committed any irred | 
iN uerence, or vníeemly thing} | 
A therein. | 
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CHAP, XII. 


ow a certame man had beene 
exemplarly. punished , to 
Jeaves before the Priours 
comming to Guitherine, 
for offering to cut dosne a 
branch of an old Oake which 


grew neere. the Mar? és | 
 ebrme , feruing for a shade | 


to tbe Pilerimes reforting 
thither ; and how besas by, 
S: Wenetride mzraculou[ly 
releafed ° : 


MowNGsT frequent] 
& very euident mi| 


| Q;2 racles 






























































244 The Admirable life : 
racles wrought at Gustherin 


and other Saintes there in: 


happened , was vnto -the 
| |Prior and. his. companions 
{thus certainely recounted. 
| &« certaine , labouring 
|man two yeares before,pre- 








jdowne a bough of ,an.eld 
|[Qake , growing-neere ythe 
|Church.doreinholweroad 


denout pilgrimes as could 
not fometitmes> enter. into 
ep eni er at 


the 





v 
* " M ali ti Cea means i 





Church, by 5. FFenefride ,| | 


fumed ,for fóme vie, to-cut} 


shade, and shelter to fuch| 










terred , this one as ireshly| 


| 
f 
| 
i 
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the Church for the Con- 
coutfe of people , but were 
forced to itay without, and 
pray vnder it : Who had|| 
no fooner ftrooke his Hat- 

chet into the bough , but 

it became’ therein imnio-|| 
ueably fixed, and his whole | 
hand and arme did like- 

wifecleaue fo faít vnto the} 

thandle of the hatchet, chat; | 
[they feemed to: haue grown | 
vntó it, & by no force were 
ableito be temoued. | 
i^ The poore man finding 
himfelfe in^ this diftreffe, 
- [cried out forhelp;which his 
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legs The Admirable lite 
jineighbours hearing ', they! | 
came running to che place, 
‘but finding him in that 
moit pittifuil plight, tood 
| amazed at che miracle, as 
| not able any way to help 
jhim. W berfore by their ad: 
ufe he began to repenthim| | 
of his fault; and humbly|. | 
| |Ibefought , amógft the other | 
| Saints: S. FVenefrid to help| | 
|/bim. The reftalfoioyning| | 
in- like: prayer with’ him, 
after they had eryed aloud. 
| and all togeather, Holy PF e-] | 
| \wefride take pitty on "bim , his) | 
hand was ‘prefently Tooled 


1 


| from 
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| [from the hatchet, and his 
| larme to. all freedome refto- 


-tred. 
Which evident miracle 





Ícene by the people, they re-| 


newed their wonted venc- 
ration. to the Saint .. They 
|shewed, allo. vnto Priour 
. Robert and his.companions, 
the,Cut which the man had 
madein the branch of the 
tree, remayning flill for a 
teítimony thereof ; fo as 
with very good reafon,they 
all-much renerenced, that 
\holy place, by innumerable 
;[miraclesío diuincly graced. 
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243 The Admirable life 


|How Priour Robert , the Aue 


| <¢thor of this biftorte, did bim) 
eife take cop the boly body) 
of S.WVenefride, and car) 


Oe M a 


ty ibtowards Shrewsbury; 
Low alfo i the way be| | 


coSrougbt a miracle by fome 

- of the earth , found: in the 

© Holy head of that Bleffe 
Martyrs; 0moons 


the Pallour of the Church} | 
and his parishioners to take} | 
————— ee E 
rx vll 


i 








l 
| 


SNC OW 
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downe without a guide in 


| to her Tobe or Sepulcher ; 


Jand by an interiour light, 
communicated then diui 
jnely vnto him, knowing 
where it lay, caufed the 


Tombeftone to be remo-! 


ued, and labourers to digge 
towards the body; which 
whenthey. had found , the 
Prior caufing them to goe 
forth out of the Vault, he 
only ‘wich fome Priefts and 


Religious" perfons , ftaycdi| 


bchiad'jfiiging pfalmes of; 


ioy déuoutely togeather, & | 
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vp the Saintes body, went 
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(1250 . Tbe Admirable life 
||taking.vp the holy bones, 
togeather. with: the next 
jearth chat lay about them, 
he caufed them to be put 
into a: fine linnen Cloth, 
which be had brought for; 
hat purpofe,& fo deuoutly 
wrapped chem ctogeather.. | 
«With which holy. Bur- 
den, .afterohe had: hartily 
thanked the Paftour of the 
Church; & thereíbof thofe} 
Inhabitants; for fo facred a] 
Treafure beltowed: vpon| 
him, he with his Company 
rodethat night backwards) 
in theiriourney ; and being| 


| | lodged} 
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| lodged by an honeit Far- 
I mer rn their way they heard: 
lla man in fome remote párt| 
lof the houfe pitifully to 
lleroane, and often cry out 
through the paincfulines|| 
of hisficknes. Wherefore 
the good Priour enquirin g 
where was, went. to vifit|| 
him. , &commiferating his 
[cale ,- tooke a little water) 
| and bleffed it; putting ther- 
into a little Ae the earth 
‘which he found in S. FF ene- 
frids head, & caufed: the} | 
party to‘drinke it; which 
was no fooner paffed downe | 
into 
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t52 The Admirable hfe — 
into the ficke. mans fto-| 
|mack, but he fell foundly a- 
ffleepe, and when he awa- 
|ked, found himfelfe of his} 
|daungerous and. painefull 
jinfirmity perfe&ly reco- 
pered. e oy 

~: By which moft euident| 
Miracle, the credit of thofe| 
facred reliques, tothe great 
ioy of the Priour himfelfe| 


divinely confirmed , and | 
the deuotion of all prefenc) 
towards them increafed .j 
Others alfo there preíent| 
did learne from thence j|. 


. what) 
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|what due veneration & re- 


| |[uCt Ch CC 











| 


| 
| 


HOUR pere E De CIS 
VE si x 


7 in desse n SOE De ZET ARE sca PA 





= AT nes © 2 


ew 


| 
| 
| 
4 
: 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





























54. The Admirablelyfe 


z 





[How Priour Robert y after) 


by bis Abbot commanded toj 


| P Rior Robert & his com- 
























CHAP. .XIY, 


Jeanen dayes tourney , arri-| 
ning With the Sacred Relt- 
ques at Shrewsbury , was 


place them in S. Giles bis} 
Church neere the gate of that) 
Citty ,"vutill all was ready| 
for their follemne receauing| 
into the Monastery : VV ith) 
anotable miracle Which hap- 
pened tn that place. 





pany in feanen dayes| 


~ ended| 
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ended. their journey. backe 
againe with the facred trea- 

[fure to Shrewsbury ; and hae 
uing. before giuen notice 
to the Abbot of their ap 





proach, they were willed by 
him to ftay, and repofe the 


fame decently in §.Giles his; 


H 


2 neere the gate of, 


the Citty, that the Lord Bi- 
shop and his Clergy , with 
jthe reft of the people might 
(be warned therofjand in fol. 
\léne proceffion bring them 
to the Monaitery. 
.| And for the greater honor 
of themin the meane time, 
the 
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the Monks were appointed 
night and day, in their tur- 
nes , to watch and pray de- 


uoutely before them , ac. 


companied alwayes in their 


|prayers with multitudes of | 


the people , hartily deligh- 


(ures bought vonto them. 


{Neither did the Saint faile 






.|ted at fuch vnufuall "Trea-|. 


by many miraculous.cures|- 
of fick perfons;,.to requite) 
this her. deuoutentertayn-| 


[ment ;oneamongft the refh! 


was cípecially noted, and fof 
great a onc indeed sasit de-i 


|ferueth heere: tobeparticu-|. 
larlyj: 





NAAN SD Pd 





larly. recounted , wroug! wrought 
vpon a younge man , who 
had layne long miferably 
difeaícd, and fo in his limbs 


not ftand,or lift vp his head 


from his knees , iphis | 


heauen . 

This man moued with 
the fame of thefe Reliques 
and miraculous cures, fre- | 
quently wrought by chem 
at S. Giles Church » defired| 
to be carried chigheosaad fet 
before the Aultar whereon 
the Sacred Reliques were, 


placed. Where after he had} 
R — prayed 
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|contracted, that he could|| 
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would be ipleafed. to: cure) 
himp he'fell towardes the 
[moring into a fluciberjand 
before the . Priel came: to} 
fay the firft mafle, he wasto 
the wonder of all prefent, 


&:of the whole Citty like- 
wife, perfectly cured; and 
| made: whole’; fosas after he]. 

(had foiided forth thankefull 
prayles to.God & ithe holy} 
Martyr , he returned with4. 
out help of others ioyfully| | 
homewards omhis feet. ey: 
CHAP]: 
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CHAP... XV. 


AVV ith what folemnity (2 pompe 
} S. Wénetrides lody “pas 
brought conto the Abbey- 
Church of Shrewsbury : 
|. And of a firange Miracle 
. which happened thereat . 


“tHE former miracle 
| KR ^ increafed much the 
ifanie öf thefe holy Reli: 
ques brought into the Cit- 
ity ; and the opinion alfo 
lof S: PV'enefrids fatictity , fo 
that thé cócoutíé of people 
was very great, daily hono- 
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260 The Admrable life | 
ring the holy Virgin in| 
\\them.. Priour. Robert inthe} 
meane tyme hauing byor- 
ider of his Abbot, treated| 


‘|folemaity. of bringing her| 
|body tro 3.Giles his Church} 
|to the Monaftery ; it wasa- 
|greed. betweene them; that 
the peopleof the Citty and 
Country likewife should be 
warned of the. certaine day| 
| whe this folenity, shouldbe! | 
| epe, andthe Bishops.ble(, 
||fing & indulgences forfuch: 

ja fcatt; promulgated,to all 
| that Should, be »prelent; in. 


the 
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_ [the proceffion. 


Whereupon, the throng| 


of people kneeling on ech 
fide of the fireetes & shed- 
[ding teares of ioy for fucha! 


bletfing , brought amonglt, 


them , was fo great; that -it| 
wasa woder tofee how graal | 


tefull their deuotion was tó 
God ; and to the Saine thüs| 
honored by them. At which) 
|tyme' alfo^hapned an eui- 
dent miracle in the fight'o 
all, worthy: heere'to be re- 
lated otep nis BR 
€ Phe miórfing ‘wherein 
.|thisfoletrine proceffion was 
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2602 The prm life | 
| |to be made , began to. be alli 
ouercalt sgh darke clouds, 

threatning prefent rayne, 
which hadit fallen; would 
haue caufed na doubt great 
nübers to. haue withdrawne 
\ichemfelues for- feare of 
fpoyling their beftand co» 
ftly appareli, and. fo haue 
lleffened the folénity intend 
ided’, But the Godly, and] | 
Religious Monkes. togea- 
ther “with the whale Clergy 
molt earneitly befonght the) 
| Difpofer of all feafons and 
| |tymes, to graudrchéii dry]. 
| Wabe for the conforte ofi 
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|good people, and honour of 
bis Saint, vntillthe procef: 
fion at leaft wereended.« 
And their prayers tothis 
€ffect, became fo cffectuall 
| path. his diuine Maiefty, 
that although abundant of]. 
raine fell inall other places 

| jo£ the Citty, and fields. as}. 
bout it; yet no one-droppel | 
thereof fell -in.the-fireetes| 
iwhere the.body.paffed: (o as | 
lall.the. people prefenc, were] 
Igreatly amazed: to. behould) 
Imayne.showers; asit were;| 
jof rayne .a'ready . powred 
[out of the cloudes,to:hangel| 
| R 4 mira- 
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{|264 The Admirable lite 
jmiraculoufly ia: the ayre, 

| jouer their heads , and yetbe 

kept from: falling downe 

vpon them, till the folemni- 

| ty was ended : and therfore 

they redoubled their praifes 

to God;and to the Saint,as 
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ucrently receaued , & vpon 
the high Aultar , dedica- 
ted to S. Peter and S. Paul, 
magnificently placed,where 
many apparent miracles for 
the help of foules and bo- 
dies , are, to Gods greatho- 
nour glorified in his Sain: 


tes, daily performed: whole} | 


Name be prayfed for euer 


and- euer. Amen. 
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CH AP. XYL 


The Cobscluion: of the Trana: 
tour, onto this fecond Booke 
of $; Wenefrids daferem 


Miracles. 


-May fay heere of S.EPe.| 
aefrids miracles (of thofe| 
later efpecially wrought in} 
Sbreywsbury.y pon. {uchs as ho-} 
'Inoured the Saint, ‘and were] | 
{cured by the vertue of her} 
{reliques ) what $., Augustine] 
jin his 22. Booke of the.Citty| | 
fof Ged; and 8.Chapter, hath]! 
| left written iof ablind manj | 
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lassa “reltored to 
fight, and other like mira- 
lcles done: at’ Millan, whilft}| 
heliued there ,.at the holy|| 
ibodies: of S. Geruefüi and. 
|Protafiis , diuinely reuealed | 
laud HE bys: „Ambrofej 
to another. place, as $./7'e-|| 
nefrids Reliques were frem | 
|Guithermne vato Shrewsbury; | 
that the Citty,to wit where-| | 
inthey were done, gn 
erar C immenfo popilo tefte res | 
gefta: e$ , Was great, and an|| 
im Bread EA of people | 
able to teftific the verity of]| 
hom. Soa as ; he mult. want | 
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268 The Admirablelife 

all humane tayth , and bel 
obftinatly willful; whol 
shal refufe to belieuechem. 

Moreoüer 1 adde, that 
the Author writing this hr. 
ftorie, and-püblishing thej 
|fame shortly after che(e mi-|. 
racles were done ; & in'the| 
fame Citty alfo ; would not| 
for very shame/hawé writ? 
ten vptruly of them; fince| 
|not only: the Inhabitants|. 
[therof; bue 'himfeife likes) | 
| [wife ,'certainely had ‘feene} 
jand knownethem. °° ^ 
|^ But, as 8. dugufline come] 
[playned: of the Gentills^in] 
pr his] 
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| Of S.Wenefride. 269) 
Ihis time, for not belieuing | 
lapparent. miracles done at 

SaintsAultars , euen before 
‘multitudes of witnefles,and| | 
vpon. perfons , certainely | 
)knowne to haue bene both 

\difeafed and cured:fo may. | 


ar 


j 
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t 
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|hcareitaxe many Proteftats 

lof like incredulity, who, are | 
wont to-laugh.at fuch vail! 
doubted relations, chough | 
neuer fo.anciently. and cer-|| 
rainely.teftified , by no. lefel 
|| wicnelles then.S. Ambrofe, S. | 
||Hzerome, Sw;Auguitine; and o-|} 
ther holy Fathers,to whom ||. 
they; víually.giue.little cre-|} 

A dit 
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290 The Admrablelife — | 
dit in fuch Hiftéricall veri- 
ties,as théy will/belieue any), 
Gentil! , or Heather: Au.| 
thór before thern;the which) 
my felfe” hage proued by), 
many experiences’, and fot! | 
[an -example ,T will licere 
|métitión one. 7 
| Te was my chance fte | 

yéärés fince, to be the suefri 
of 4 Procéftzat’ Géntléman) 
liri England, of efpecial'note 
Jand ranké in the ‘Gountrey| | 
wher he lined jwho feing më] 








can belieue (as for my part | 


and for Religion only, euer|| 
vied fuch barbarous cruel-|| 
‘ties, & more then butcherly|. 


1 
a 


| 


el 
i 


Meaged- what. Fertullian in} 


Ityr, Sc Hierome y S,; Ambrofe;| 


thers, had either. exprefly | 
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Of S.N enefridey avali 
torments of fome Prinn- 
tiuc Martyrs were linely re-i] 
prefented; Syr, {aid he, who; 


— 


at p 


| catinot) that men,to. men, | 





inhümanities ?.To whome 
for clearin g of fo certaine 


and teftified a truth). V al-| 








ftndry-places of his workes|| 
S- Cyprian S Juflze the Marvi | 


and other innumerable Fa- 


affir -1] 








pro Tbe TERA lfe 


affirmed‘, or fuppofed of} 
thefe Mattyrs torments , &| | 
thatin bookes either writ-| | 
ten to the Martyrs themfel-| | 
ues,ortoHeathenmagiftra-| | 
lestheir Gondemners; yet} 
preuayled I nothing’, till 
calling for Tacitus,a Gentill 
Author ,and moft hatefull 
enemy to Chrift himfelfe, 
with all fuch ‘as. faithfully]. 
i|profeffed him; Ishewed chis} | 
{Gentleman what he had left} 
|writren of -Nero's cruelty) | 
vied againft Chriftians, by} | 
caufing them to bé put v-| | 
pon ftakes in eminét placés] 
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of Rome , cloathed in | pitch] 
shirts , nh their armes us 
E and fo to be fired i 
darke nights,as torches to 







the Citty; with other like 
inhumane torments, exer- 
cifed v pon them. 
Whereupon he began to 
credit what his Picture re- 


Itetimonies which I had ci- 
ted vnco him, out of the) 
holy Fathers; he plainely 

tould me(and it is the com- i! 
mon perfualion of Prote-| 


 lieued not before fo many 
| 





























\lanclined, and apt to write} | 


| tances j that moft.of che Fa: 


|Miracles, 
| themit is oucre:eduloufly | 
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thers “were: {uperfticioufly : 


Fabulous. Legends of Sain- | 
tes (u'feringes; counter faite 
and the like , asl | 


belieued them. 

With which preindice of | 
opinion many,! doubt nor;|| 
willcome to read this life of] | 
S. VVenefride, & beliche: che | 
lleffe of it, as of chings donel| 
at-home, and long agoc in| 
our owne Country; fed fai 


piena nihficata eff à filijs fuis, | 


|bur Gods wifedom &po wer| : 
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Of S?Nenefride..— 2734] 
imanifelted for the glory ot 
|himífelfe, in his Saintes , by 
{fuch miraculous works te- 
{tified vnto vs, will by de- 
juout Catholiques be piouf-| | 
ily believed ; not as.pointes| | 


dof fayth , divinely revealed 


3 


ibut as pious hiftories pro- | 
;jbably written, and worthy) | 


'Afor fuch to be credited, 
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OF CHAPTERS: 


"Manteypnsà in. chis Boake, 
1n He T^ He Authowrs. r Balai to the 
hfe of S. Wenefride. | paga. 


THE FIRST BOOKE. 
ERE a bed, =| | 
F S.Beuno his great fantfity, 


and bo he Vas infpired by God 
{rogo to S. Wenefrids Father: and 
lpad his D: uabter comusimded to his 
[charce. Cha p-r pag.o« 
| Hoy $, Niansféfds Father did 
|52[5-5-Beuno--toduild a Church and 


S 3 Mona- 





Tue Tapia 


Alonasiery in bas owne T Crrtiorya | 
And bow $. Wenefrid refolucd ta} | 
conferme her Virginity. Chap. 2) | 
pag.ig. L 
Hà. S. Wenefrids Father apm} | 
| [prened the. Refoluiion bis Daughter | 
zad gane aay her dowry in | Almes} 
fo the poores Chap. 3.’ 3g.22]| 
Hd S. WenefrideWar bebeaded] 
(y Cradocus the Kings fonze ,im de-} 
fence of ber Virginity, Chap. 4.) 
pag. gis. . | 
How Cradocus for his wicked} 
fad , was feallowed wp alise by they 
ground, And shat lamentations} 
mere mace for S. Wenetridées den: h.l 
Chap,g.. ' pag 46.} 
How S. Wenefride' tas sxayfed 
agäine t0 fes and aYobite Circle ‘ap 
pearing in her Necke , Gu the place 
Where it Seas cnt off: Chapió Pas 3. 
Hoy S Wenciride thas fallepssiely 
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Or CHAPTERS. 
SD IR TALES s! 
veyicd by 9. Beuno , aad 125i ucf.. 


ia the practice of -a Religious. lif. 
| |Chap. 7. pago? 
Of S. Wenefrids creat avicfe fu; 
her maiiter. S. Beuno bis departur 
from ber. Chap.8. pag. 
Hoy S. Wenefride aridi to: 
geathen many N oblemens Daughter: 
and intteutted. them. in the Pie 
f Religions piety s as MNT 
the resi. Chap.9. A 
of the great our of .S. i ene- 
frides holynes of life: amd of the gift 
dfe (eat vatoher maisicr S. Beuno. 
| ‘Chap, io. pag.57. 
1), Hows. Wenefride. bad the death 
af her maificr.S.Beuno renead vA 
to her: 4nd (aene after changed th 
place of ber aboad..Chap.11. pa.gy 
4 Hoy. Se Wenefride. was diuinch 
directed in her jauracy to a Poly mas 
called Dexfer ; ,- wha. was chefen of 


S4 God 





Tue TaAnrs 
God to be ker direcfour in place of S. 
suno. Chapire. pag. tot. 
Ho% S Deiter fent S. Wenefride 
for further Direélion of bey life , to 
another holy man called Saturnus. 
Chap. 15. pag.107. 
| Ho» S, Saturnus after be hadre- 
ceaued S. Wenefride , fent her to 
thak aly.ibbot Elerius to be fur- 
ther juftracted ix the will of Gad. 
Chap.-97,4. wit pag.t12. 
_ Hon Elerius brought S. Wene- 
| fride zo a€Mpnatery of holy V irgins,| 
ånd placed.her there amongst them.\ 
Chap..15. pag.117.] 
flow S. Wenefride behaucd her-| 
© | tfelfe va the Monaftery.. Shere her] 
ereat fantlimony- of life Was foone 


























difconered. Chap.t6. pag.126.| : 
| Ho% S.Elerius made bnowne va- 
to his one Religious Brethren sänd] | 
other. people y the eveat fanility à 
MÀ ——" ee i A 




















Or CHAPTERS. 
S.Wenefride. Chap.17. pag.i3 3] 
How S.Wenefride was made Ab- 
beffe of the whole Monaftery by S. 
Elerius, and gouerned the fame in 
all piety to ber dying days Chap.18. 
pag. 138. - 
| Of the high: Esteeme all forts of 
people bad of S. Wenefrides ho- 
lines of lifes & of the Miracles whith) 
she wrought in ber Monastery, by 
curing all manner of diféafes . 
Chap. 19° pag-144- 


ped of herdcath, and acquainted S. ' 
Elertus , and her fiers therewith. 
Chap.20. | pag.15o. 
; OF 5. Wenefrides last fitnes ih 
and hey comfort therein s and ef ber 
pious: Exbortation to bev fisters of the} 
Mouaftery.Chap-2 re"? pag.157. 
Of. S: Wenefrides happy death 
and burial: and of fome Miracles 

S5 | wrough' 































Faa TABLE‘ 


Jporenght prefentiy ac. ter Sevuicncr ; 
|[amdof the death of S. Elerius alfo. 

| Chap. 22. pag.16:. 

| An Appendix. of the T ranfla- 
tour, vntothe first Booke ,concerningy | 
diners others particulers of S. We-| | 
[nefride , omitted in the History. 


||pag. 169- 










































prea SECOND BOOKE| 








i Or shes exeat Concout[e of peop pl} | 
fo S Wenefrids Well, for the} | 
‘Vnirackesthere wrought, after ber de | | 
parture from that places Chap. 1.} 
[P48 177. a 
Of ablind man.restored to bis figh: 
‘oy Washing his eyes in S Wenefude:| 
| a^ » And. praying in her Ghappeli.] 
Chap. MS i pagiisa J 


of 























































Or CHAPTERS 
|. Of a Theefe punished for parfuing | 
one that fud into S. Wenefrides 
Chappell Chap. 3. pag. 186. 
Of two other T heeues that had 
Bollen aCow meere S. Wenefridesl, 
Chappell, and were tracked by the | 
Cowes footing, euenin hard tony e 
rocky Yayes zand the Cow againe rei 
coneved by the Owner. Chap. 4.| 
ag.193. i 

Of ficke Children 1brayene inta 
VVenefrides Well, and cared. 
Alfo of Agues and Feauers cured by\ 
drinking of the fame water. Chaps. 
pag. 199. iy 2e : 

Hop diuers others Thefts commits) | 
ted netre S. NNenefrides Well; Yerel 
punished, and the Theenes became pe | 
Initeot.. Chap.6. pagos. 
] Of the firit occafion of tranflatine\ | 
|S. VVenefrides body to Shrewf!- 
{bury Chap. 7 > pageog. 
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Of the earn fi a fere y bubibe Ab- 
bot and Moukes of Shrewsbury bad, 
to get the body of S.N Venetride uns 
to them: and be finally they ob 
tayned the fame. Chap 8. pag.227. 
Ofa vijon happened to Prior Ro- 
[bert ip bis journey , hich gane him 
hope to cbteyne the body of SNV e- 
 |nefride.- Chap. g. pag.226. 
Hob the Parish Priest of Gui- 
therin , where: S V Venefrides body 
[ay gane bis confent for the remouing 
|the fame to Shrewsbury.Chap.:à. 
pagis. Vds mer oM 
Of Priour Roberts [peach tito 
the people of Guitherin , to obtdine 
(heir confeni , for getting aWay the 
body of S. VVenefride there? 
Chap rr. > “pags $o. 
Of a certaine labouring man pusi- 
shed for offering to cut dope a 


branch of an Oake neere S.V Iene f 
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t ides, 
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Or CHAPTERS. 


friges oorioc ai Guiiherin Chaz. 
pag. 243 
How Priour Robert tooke vp S. 

V Yenefrides body, and carried it to 
[Shrewsbury feauen dayes iourney:|| 
And of a miracle wrought in the way. 
Chapir3e: i: pag.248. 

How S.VVenefrides body being 
brought to Shrewsbury , was for 4|] 
tyme placed in S Giles Church necre| 
the gate of the C tity. Ch. 14. Pe2548|| 

Of the [olemnity & pope wherewith\\ 
S.VVenefrides bodywas finally car- 
ried to the Abbey Church at Shrews- 

bury; Aad of 4 Strang Miracle bap-l 
ened thereat. Chap. pag.2$9. 

$.: The Conclufion. of the Tran[latour,|] 
vto tbe [cond booke of S.N Venefri- 
des Jjfz and Miracles.Ch. 16.p.246. 
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Pfal. 150. 


Laudate Dominumi m 
SANCLIS etus . 


Prayfe our Lord in 
| his Saintes. 
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